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THIRD YEAR OF WAR BRINGS
FOE'S MORALE NEAR COLLAPSE,
BRITISH SUPERIORITY CERTAIN

Three Great Victories Mark Conflict on West
Front---Third Battle of Ypres High Water-
mark of British Achievement.

'ONLY ONE OPERATION RESULTS
SUCCESSFULLY FOR THE GERMANS
' Continuation of Russian Drive Depends Upon Ablllty to
Bring Up Fresh Munitions and Reserves — Uncertainty

as to-Events on East Front — Moral Importance Still
Dominates the Military.

By Frank H. Simonds

Author of “The Great War,”’ ‘‘They Shall Not Pass.”

|
1

(Specially written for The London Ad vertiser and the New York Tribune—
Copyright 1917—The Tribune Association,)

It is now nearly three years since the German emperor exhorted his tmnps
“the contemptible little British army.”” Of that British army it
cent remain in the ranks and almost fifty per cent
are dead. Its place has been taken by the new British army, whose numbers
| are reckoned in hundreds of thousands, not in hundreds, and the time
herhaps come when one may profitably review the history of the achievements
| of this new British army in the year in which it has actually been at work.
On the first day of July, 1916, the new British army made its attack on

| the battlefield of the Somme. It was in the main a green army, facing a veteran
force. It was commanded by officers w'io were only in rare instances soldiers
:h‘v profession, and it was made up almost exclusively of men who had never
| carried a musket before the outbreak of the great war. It was a creation
the war and the expression of a democracy.
i On the first of July, 1916, no man, whatever his faith, could say with knowli-
| edge what this British army would accomplish in the face of a veteran German
force, organized by a military system of many years standing. The first day of
the battle of the Somme was one of the greatest experiments in . military
| history
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UNPRECEDENTED PROGRESS.
of that first day redounded to the credit, the
tion and the spirit of sacrifice of the new British army. P
in western warfare was made, although far greater success att
than the British armies on this day.

The British army did not pisrce the German
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never ending toll of casualties No offensive operations in this field
even be prepared without immediate warning to the Germans. Yet in the
iew of the German army the British prepared an offensive on the ground.
sight of German observation and under the fire German artillery
their strength, they organized their stroke
HIGH-WATER MARK.

The third battle of Ypres represents the high-wat
achievement, because in all respects the British were able,
lenged the Germans, to achieve their objectives without delay and at moderate
cost In a few hours Germans were swept from the Messines Ridge They
swept out of the villages of Wytschaete and Messines. Theyv were driven
into the lowlands of the Lys. All the advantageous points won in the
of October and November, 1914, were surrendered in a period of minutes

thousand prisoners, many guns, much material, were left in British
and so completely successful was the attack that it was, as Mr. Belloc
ed out, forty hours before the Germans were able organize counter-
attack, which was abortive.
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| testimonial more eloquent than the capture of thirty-eight thousand prisoners at |

the Somme, twen thousand prisoners at Arras or seven thousand prisoners at
Ypres They have driven the Germans back over front in places twenty
I miles deep. They have mastered all the weapons which were in German hands
when the war began and were unknown to the civilian army of Britain More
than this, each successive effort of the British army has been technically
in a military sense, more efficient and more successful than that which preceded
it, and each has shown a newer and completer mastery of the conditions,
weapons and the methods of contemporary warfar
THREE GREAT VICTORIES.

Such is the history of a year of conflict between the Briton and the Teuton
| It will be recounted in history in the story of three great victories—the Somme
Arras and Ypres—but the actual achievement goes beyond the measurement
which we can get here. Before this war is over I believe that we shall have
further and far more impressive evidence of the moral supriority which the
British. army has gained over the German. When I came back from the British
army last spring my
supremacy which the British army felt it had, individually and collectively,
over the Germans. This was before Arras and before the third battle of Ypres
| It was based entirely upon the Somme. But what the moral exaltation
| British army after Arras and Ypres must be it is not difficult to estimate.

GERMANY'S GREATEST GAIN.

Now, in all that time, what has the German army accomplished against the
British? What has it to set against the capture of more than gseventy-five
| thousand German troops and more than four hundred guns? What has it to
show beyond the fact that its line has not yet been pierced and that by retreat-

e

+ ling it has preserved the continuity of its line from Flanders to Switzerland?

The answer is this: A few days ago two British battalions north of the Yser
lvaﬂr temporarily deprived of a British fleet, were annihilated by a sudden
German attack after their bridges had been cut behind them. The German
official report claims the capture of 1,260 British, with a certain amount ef

material. This is the greatest German capture of the year against the British.
It is the most considerable gain made by a German offensive against the Brit-
ish, and it measured less than a mile in front and less than a quarter of a mile
in depth. Up to this moment no British gun had been captured in more than
two years, and no British force as a unit had been taken since the second
Ypres. Here, after all, frankly recognizing the complete success of this partic-
ular German operation, is the measure of German offensive achievement in a
year of terrific struggle.

Perhaps before this article reaches the reader's hand we shall have another
British attack. Every sign points to it. TUnless the conditions have entirely
changed we shall see an attack more successful than those of the past, because
each British attack has been more successful than its predecessor. That the
British army can now break the German line with a sudden thrust seems 1o
me unlikely rather than impossible. In the past year the British army has
worn out the German more terrifically than any German had considered pos-
sible, and this is found, not in British comment, but in the captured reports of
General Sixt von Arnim at the time of the Somme. Field Marshal Sir Douglas
Haig told me that between July and February the Germans had used one hun-
dred and thirty-three and a half divisions on the western front. The number
has gone far beyond this now. In the furnace of the Somme all that was best
in the German army was ground up, and after the Somme the German &rmy
has never displayed the same spirit in its conflicts with the British. _

GERMAN MORALE FAILING.

If we keep our eyes fixed on trench lines and accept the German formula
that every engagement is a German victory which does not result in the piercing
]of the German lines and the rupture of the German front, which does not result
{in a general retreat, we shall totally misunderstand what has taken place on
! the British front and some day will be bewfldered by what does take place. The

friend’s house, where he found treat-
ment. That eve turned black and blue,
and for the next ten days Mr. Belmont
had something new to care for. Then
he rode out, and who should he meet
but the two girls driving in an opposite
direction in their auto. They saw the
black eye while vet some distance away,
and the girl who had not thrown the
apple called an amused smile to her
face. Miss Ruth looked her sympathy.
She asked half a dozen questions about
that eye, and vowed that she could never
forgive herself. Why couldn’t the apple
have struck the chauffeur instead?
There was a little more talk and then
they drove on.

Once more before each one returned
to the city the junior partner and the
school teacher met, and affairs pro-
gressed well with them. The
blue left that eye, and it was as
looking an eye as the other, and both
eyes could see that Miss Ruth '‘Gordon
had a very pleasant personnel. It
wasn't three months later, and after
several calls at Ruth’s house, that the

good-

black and |

Junior partner made bold to say:
“Ruth, you extended your sympathy
for my black eye which you created.
That wasn’t all the havoc you did that
day, however, and I am going to ask you
for sympathy for my wounded heart

British army has demonstrated its superiority in all respects over the German.
The extent of this superiority has not yet led to a Leipzig, to a Sedan, or to a
Waterloo, but it has led to German defeats more destructive of German confi-
dence in the ranks than any Napoleonic failure before Lel-pzxg The invincibil-
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better |

the |

readers here will remember what I said about the moral |

of the |

ity of the German army has been demonstrated to be a legend by the new
|drmy of Great Britain and her dominions in one short year, and I believe firmly
that if the war continues with unchanged conditions on the western front for
another year we shall see a German disaster comparable with that of
when he endeavored to hold too long to his trenches before Richmond. If the
l(}“r"lﬂnb again retreat to escape such a disaster the meaning will be
| unescapable.
1 In British history the third battle of Ypres will rank with the first. The
' first was the success of a little army lacking in every mechanical weapon save
3‘on1v their rifles, outnumbered, outgunned, three to one, five to one. It was the
| story, of an army which died on the spot, leaving a few survivors barely holding
tnn. The third Ypres was the triumph of a new British army, possessing all the
| material devices of modern warfare and possessing technical efficiency in their
luse. It possessed all the qualities needed to demonstrate that England had
arrived and passed her foe, whose chief, three years before, had sneered at
“the contemptible little British army.”
THE RUSSIAN FRONT.

Turning now to the Russian front, there have been interesting incidents
gince I closed my review of last week, without any great or decisive change.
3A= I closed my article of last week, it will be recalled that I commented upon
| the success of the Russians south of the Dniester and in the direction of Halicz.
! This was on July 9. During the next four days this Russian success grew and
| spread, until it seemed to be a grave menace to the whole German position in
| Galicia: between the Styr and the Carpathians.

On this front the situation was as follows:
standing in front of Lemberg and some forty miles to
| town. Its northern flank rested upon the Styr River, its centre was pushed
| forward along the Zlota Lipa River, its southern flank curved back from the
Zlota Lipa River to a point just east and north of the mouth of the Gnila Lipa
River, which enters the Dniester opposite Halicz. Southward of the Dniester
{the Austro-German army stood at the Bystritza River, straight
the Carpathian Mountains. The only town of importance in this region was
| the small city of Stanislau, which had been captured by the Russians last
|I\Prﬂn’mr and this marked the extreme southern point of their advance in their
| campaign of last year.

The Austro-German arm;s was
the eastward of the

WEDGE AT HALICZ.
two armies of the Central Powers standing north and south of
made contact not far from the point where the Gnila Lipa River en

the Dniester, and the Russian attack, moving north and west out of andx
forced the passage of the Bystritza Riwer and thrust a wedge between these
two armies, taking Halicz and reaching and capturing Kalusz, about twenty
i miles west of Stanislau, and the headquarters of the Austrian army south
the Dniester.

When the Austrian army lost the line
| immediately posed whether it could retreat and hold the Lomnica line.
| the Bystritza River this stream rises in the Carpathians and flows
| entering the Dniester five or ten miles west of the Bystriza. Either
streams supplies a satisfactory line for extending the Austro-German
i south of the Dniester to the Carpathians. But if the succeeded
| passing both the river crossings they would then have
obstacles in their pathway all the way to Stryj, thirty
should fall the fate of L.emberg would be sealed.
the first dash of the Russians they passed the Lomnica
number of towns west of the river, as well Halicz to
Dniester, west of the Gnila Lipa. In this position they ti
G Liipa north of the Dniester and the whole Lomnica line
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TAKING OF KALUSZ.
The taking of Kalusz was announced on \"nnr-'l:xj.
still pushing forward south of Kalusz and were
[.omnica Rlver and seizing the 3
| But then there came a change. Fi
slowed down the Russian advance, and
1ent that the Germans had retaken the
1ad retired behind the Lomnica line
This is the situation which exists at
Austro-German counter-offensive shall
inica, it is plain that the Russian offensive will come
it will amount to a considerable, but only local,
statement announces that more than 36,000 prisoners
been taken since the general offensive of July 2 began
strip of territory between Bystritza and the L.omnica River
a number of small towns have likewise been occupied
But this is of minor consequence if the Russian drive is over.
| remain true, as I said last week, that the moral rather than the
ue of the new Russian offensive will be the important thing. We
wait and whether the Russlans can bring up fresh munition
reserves and renew the attack south of the Dniester whether th
ign the offensive for the time being Before these lines
the facts should be clear If the Russians are still up
Lomnica it is falr to conclude that the Russian offensive sot of
is over for the time being and that the Germans have succe
ceeded along the Stokhod last year, in beating down
threatened to dislocse the whole front from the Pripet
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Any further considerable advance of the Ri ans
River w compel the Austrians and the tnrmun\
retire behind the Gnila Lipa line. If this is
lefensive position east L.emberg, and it
will have to evacuate the capital
remembered that such an evacuation would
the Germans since Verdun. They are bound to bend every ner
avert and unless they have reached the cracking point it
ir superior lines of transportation and organization enable
off the blow. Conceivably the Russians will now try elsewhere,
at the Bystritza line after they had been checked north the
first week of July, but much depends now on the domestic
Above all, it is again necessary to advise against too great
great hope so far as the Russian offensive concerned 1t
anyvbody had a right expect, but it has not achieved a
than a local success so far, and it has not in any degree
| Brusiloff's success of last year, when he broke the Austrian
Olvka, and subsequently captured Dubno and Lutsk and
of ecapturing Kovel.
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SHE THRFW APPLES.
BY C. B. LEWIS.

worm had been getting
lmf* the hot days, .'nd it
The girlis were stil
\\(‘an.: man suddenly
them. coming from th
his bunched handkerchief
| eye and there was a pretty fie He
on his face. sither girl had ev
him, and they stood with appl
hands to see what errand he
| on.
A few minutes before this episode Mr
3elmont had finished smoking clgar.
S 8 cops 1“0' d"ld‘mn feel like w wikm,u. when
country district that August day lt,—,h: “”.‘ﬁ"{,'l ‘hﬂ,mi 1”10;: m;‘ Fhe
two hearts not more than a mile | ¢ \”r siner e A S Al s
which were probably happier | ';?.:d S M R S (“m‘ur
5 18 e up nis n“.l!\(i all at once
f“n'\' other two. Miss would go along, and he took a s
_belonged to Miss | . an easy and contented manner He
and the other Clyde 1’.(’”“(‘“3" was enjoying the scenery and trying te
Gordon was 'wwhvr '"! the drive the price of fall hats out of
schools of the city and,had been nind, when a bird came salling out of
m’\\“ o ?P‘Lt( 'tq?w[r?dm e tree at his face. That is, m- ‘)maz
August with friends.

: | was bird, but when
Mr. Belmont was a junior partner in t left eve and H
a department store and had three we saw 3 g
| in which to take a needed vacation. Hz¢ _’\v‘,ﬂ
| was a young man only 26 years old, | tpq
and if there was ever a time in his life | o
when he had romantic notions, the busi- | that eye swelling in le
iness of helping to manage a depart- ||t had been deliberately
ment store had driven it out. | Someone wanted to injure him
At 9 o'clock on the morning men- .,4q make a one-eyed junior par
tioned Mr. Belmont sat on the: veranda | 5f him. A Ty
| of a manor house belonging to a friend | ~ yMr. Belmont
and smoked a good cigar and heard | who could be insulted and abused
| the robins and bluebirds singing. This impunity. He wanted to know
| was a novelty to him. He had marked | thrown that apple, and the
| down capes, cloaks and dresses several | wherefore of it. He leaped
times a year, but there were no green layto and penetrated some hu‘ul
trees and singing birds and babbling | he stood before two good-looki
brooks about it ! ladies, where he hag expecte
Miss Ruth wasn’'t on any veranda. She | 4 farmhand or two ‘or three
wag out in the orchard instead wander- | He was expected to sav something, :
“nv over the grass, which had been dewy | after recovering from his surprise,
three or four hours before. She had |stammered out-
| spent months teaching stupid children, | “Some—someone threw
l and she was glad to get out in the coun- | it hit me in the eve!”
try and watch the swallows soar into “Yes, we were throwing
the blue sky. In fact, she felt like a | plied Miss Ruth, who stood
{ young colt, and she almost made up “I—I presume it will give
her mind to climb one of the apple trees. , eye,” continued Mr. Belmont,
| She was visiting her friend, Jane Cra- | dgabbeq awayv with the handker
iven. It was Jane who led her into| *“I hope not,” saig the girl s
trouble. She picked up ‘apples and be- | 1 threw the apple myself I threw
gan to throw them at a tree, and, of|with all my might. It missed the
course, Ruth followed the example.!and struck out, and am ver)
{ They were in a part of the orchard bor- | sorry.”
dering the highway, and such apples as| “But he shouldn’t have been passing
| missed the tree at which they were  just at that moment,” protested the
{ thrown fell into the highway. ! other girl, in rather impudent tones.
Of course, neither of the girls noted ‘“‘Perhaps not,”” said Mr. Belmont,
this fact, nor did they remember that It | ing a little indignant.
| was a main traveled road, and that “Oh, yes, you should,”
some vehicle was passing every flve | Ruth. ‘“You had a right on the
minutes during the day. They threw ' of course. I am afraid we were
ang threw, and giggled and Jlaughed. | careless. Your eye is already
A boy would have looked on their | Yes, you will have a black eve from
throwing with contempt. A boy alwavs |I have heard that hot vinegar
swings his arms when he throws. This |
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brown paper will reduce the swell
;,ix es directness and force to the missile
in his hand. A girl always lifts her |
hand over her shoulder to throw. The |
misahe may hit anything within a rod |
of the mark she throws at. There were
plenty of apples on the ground, for the

‘\gnn't you come and have the eyve treat-
ed?”

“I thank you, but—but——"

And Mr, Belmont got out of the fix
by walking back to the road and asking
the chauffeur to take him back to his

And, of course, Miss Ruth was very,
very good to him, and the
\business continued to be very
ous.
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PASSENGER SERVICE

BETWEEN

MONTREAL AND LONDON

to Land Passengers.

1 AND

MONTREAL AND BRISTOL

For particulars of sail mL; and rates
ﬁyply to local agents, or to The Robert
Reford Company, [imite General
Agonts, b0 King street east, Toronto.
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HEALTH OF THE NATION
GUARDED BY “FRUIT-A-TIVES”

Hundreds of Canada’s Sturdy
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Vigor and Vitality to
This Fruit Medicine.
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Hbmeseeker?
Excursions

Every Monday till October 20th,

LOW FARES

FROM

TORONTO

Albreda . .
Athabasca
Edmonton ,
Stettier ,
Canora
North Battleford
Regina

Forward . ,
Saskatoon , .
Dauphin .
Lucerne

Calgary
Camrose

Hanna

Rosetown
Yorkton

Moose Jaw Sih
Prince Albert
4Brandon
Winnipeg

Bowersssse

|
|
|
|

@he
1y TORONTO 10.45 P. M

Ar. WINRIPEG 4.30 P, M.

Connecting at Winnipeg for al! Westernn Canada and Pacliic Coast Polnts

HOMESEEKERS’ EXCURSION

EVERY TUESDAY UNTIL OCT. 30th, 1917.
Low farcs in effect and tiokets good for two months.

Tims Table and af information from any Gr
or T.& N. O. Rai

TRANSCONTINENTAL

TUESDAY, THURSDAY 7}
M. AND SATURDAY ;

THURSDAY, SATURDAY
AND MONDAY

to WESTERN
-~ CANADA -

Trunk. Canadian Govarnment Raihvays,

2 kmimempidhed

tree |

very |

Office, cor. Richmond

or Station Tic

| City Ticket
Dundas Sts

A Doyage on the

GREAT LAKES
IDEAL VACATION TRIP

via Northern Navigation Co.—Grand Trunk Route

Sarnia, Sault Ste. Marie, Port Arthur, Fort Willlam,
Duluth and 30,000 Islands of the Georgian Bay.

Largest and most luxurious steamers on inland waters

Al] inform>Hon, dnerrintive liter~+re ete. an aonlication to
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