
Xll INTRODUCTION

Bismarck's intimate friend as a student at

Gsttingen, and the man of whom he spoke with

warm affection all his life, was the American his-

torian Motley.

The German soldiers in our Civil War were

numbered by the thousands. We have many
ties with Germany, quite enough, indeed, to

make a bare enumeration of them a suflScient

introduction to this volume.

On more than one occasion of late I have been

introduced in places, and to persons, where a

slight picture of what I was to meet when the

doors were thrown open was of great help to

me. I was told beforehand something of the his-

tory, traditions, the forms and ceremonies, and

even something of the weaknesses and pecuhar-

ities of the society, the persons, and the person-

ages. I am not so wise a guide as some of my
sponsors have been, but it is something of the

kind that I have wished and planned to do for

my countrymen. I have tried to make this book,

not a guidebook, certainly not a history; rather,

in the words of Bacon, "grains of salt, which

will rather give an appetite than offend with

satiety," a sketch, in short, of what is on the

other side of the great doors when the announcer

speaks your name and you enter Germany.


