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case supposed, our local situation, our population, and

resources, rclievf! us from all danger of a sudden and

hostile attack. No future enemy of the United States will

ever indulge the idea of conquest, and the only serious

consequences we could apprehend from unexpected hos-

tilities, would be the interruption of our commerce, while

the nation, strengthened in all its resources by her past

exemption from war, could immediately place itself in

the attitude of defence.

Dismissing then all idle fears that these treaties hon-

estly contracted, and obviously conducive to the highest

interests of the parties, would not be observed, let us con-

template the rich and splendid blessings they would con-

fer on our country. Protected from hostile violence by

a moral defence, more powerful than all the armies and

navies of Europe, we might, indeed, beat our swords

* 95 into ploughshares, and our spears * into pruning

hooks. The millions now expended in our military

establjshm«nts could be applied to objects directly minis-

tering to human convenience- and happiness. Our whole

militia .systoni, with its long train of vices and its vexa-

tious interriiplions of labor would be swept away. Th*'

arts of peaci- would alone hv cultivated, and would yield

comforts and cnjoynirnts in a profusion and perfection

of which mankind has witnessed no parallel. In the ex-

pressive language of scripture, our citizens would each "sil

under his own vine aiul iindt r liis own fig tree, with none

to make hini afraid." iind our peaceful and happy re-

public would be an examplr to all lands.

It is impossible thai a scen<' so bright and lovely should

not attract the admiralioii jind iittentioii of Ihc world. Tin

extension of education in f'.nro|)', and the growing free

doni of her institutions, are leading her |)opulation lo

think, iiiitl lo express lluir Ihouglils, Tlie governments


