
All oxpiorc'is ayri'c that a -hip of oi'iiinary const ructior.

runs a truiiicddous lisk in venturing- into tlie.-c wattrs. Tlic

cost of tran-portation on this water route cannot be accu-

lately stated by anyone. In the first place, a special class

oi ships would have to be u.~ed in order to re.-ist the ice;

the naviKatinn season is uncertain and very short; the ships

enjfa|?ed in such traffic would have difficulty in finding work
to do when tiuy were not enyagid on thi> loute, owing to

their special con.-truction.

Hue to the uncertainty of time occupied in a voyage, a
larger i|uantity of fuel would have to be carried than undL-r

ordinary navigating cdiiditions, as all records show the do-

lays en route are inevitable.

I have not any information of a definite character whicii

would indicate the expense of in>uianci on ship> ami car-

goes, except that it would be higher than tlie lates charged
or. the St. Lawrence I'oute afti r X<iveniber 2'<. when navi-

gation i> supposed to clo.-e.

Thei-e will be litth leturn cargo for this shipi)ing,

and this must add to the cost of one-way cargoc>.
The larger proportion of grain produced on the i)rairiei

and shipped via Nelson will have to be held in .-torage ;ic

Nelson over winter, and .-hip|)ed during the next .-eason be-

ginning with August, and as thi.s long inaccessible storag-j

will pi-event the gi-ain owner> faking advantage of the mar-
ket, I cannot see ;iat inducen;ents this route liold> out to

giain -hippers.

.-\ny port facilities at Nelson will have to be on a largo
.^caU , jjrepared to do in three months what Montreal does
in seven. This means a'l enormous development in docks
and elevato!-s, and a tremendous fleet of uncommon ships to

(-arry the cargoes.

demurrage on ships too will be a very considerable

drawback, tending to increase rates, for fiom the exi)eriencc

of every navigator, delays have been met with and are looked
upon as the ordinary conditions of navigation in that lati-

tude.

The coal or oil will take up a large piojjortion of cargo
-space; the necessarily heavy con.-tiui-tion of the ship will

also tend to limit cargo space, .-o that altogether a set of
conditions arises which pi-ohibit economic operation as com-
l)ared with other navigating routes, and after reading- (-aro-

fully all the available repoits, I cannot but come to the
conclusion that this route has not any commercial features
to recommend it.

This is not a local i|uestion, but one which affects Can-
ada as a whole, and I can only emphasize what I have
alieady said, that we as Canadians should bend our cffort;-

to improve the pre.-ent safe and sure routes of traffic ami
under no piessure whatever lend our support to schemes
which are doubtful and which would divert our energies
from practicable lines.


