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THE KAMINISTIQUIA AFFAIR

The Parliamentary In-

vestigation.

REVIEW OF THE EVIDENCE.

THE "JOB" EXPLODED

WHY THE TERMINUS WAS SELECTED.

THE NEEBING HOTEL

Testimony Before the Senate Com-
nnittee.

(
From (he Ottawa Free Press, Jnhj/fth,

1878.

)

Perhaps no single action of the present
Reform GJovernment has given rise
to more anil gi-eater misrepresentations
than the selection of the Lake Superior
terminus of tlie Canada Pacific Railway,
anil certainly none has been more free
from the very suspicion of favoritism or
corruption in the opinion of unprejudiced
and reflecting observers of public events.
l''or two years, or more, the people of
Canada have been treated to a surfeit of
slanders, on the part of Conservative
speakers and journals, in cotniection with
what has been called the " Kaministiquia
Land Job," which includes also that
special delight of the Opposition, the
iNTeebing Hotel. It is a healthy sign of
a bettir state of affairs in Canadian

matters of this
form the chief

upon an adminis-
unfortunate it may

be tliat our country contains a class of
people who can consent to resort to such
a necessity. It is the earnest desire of
tlie writer of thef-e lima to speak without
exa^'geration or umUu" party l.iias, but tho

politics when
kind necessarily

ground of attack
tration, however

conviction cannot be overcome that tlji.s
and other charges of a similar nature aie
made with singular insincerity, and f« >•

the smgie purpose of so injuring the char-
acters of our present rulers, that they
may be supplanted by their assailants.
Ihe administration of Mr. Mackenzie and
his colleagues has been remarkably free
from either blunders or crimes ; after
nearly five years of office, it speaks
volumes for their capacity ..nd integ-
rity, that their opponents can neither
discover nor invent any greater or graver
charges than this miserable Neebing
Hotel affair, the Steel Rails purchase and
others of a like character. It may not,
perhaps, appear singular to those conver-
sant with the history of the Conservative
party during the last twenty years, that
"\eir leaders prove themselves unscrupu-
lous enough to resort to any ex-
pedient in order to regain that place and
power from which they A^ere so sum-
marily hurled by an indignant and out-
raged people a few years ago, but it is
cause for extreme regret that the Senate
of Canada could lend itself to the promul-
gation of charges that escajje being mis-
chievous, simply because they are so con-
temptible. Well knowing how badly the
'Kaoiinistiquia Land Job'would fare in the
popular branch of the legislature, the in-
vestigation was carried on before a Com-
mittee of the Senate, a large majority of
whose members were bitter partisans
prepared to go almost any length to serve
the interests of their party. The report
made by that Committee, together with
all the evidence taken in connection
with the matter- nave been published,
and it is proposed to show froin
these how groundless have been
thechargea of wrongdoingin the .^election
of Fort William as the Lake Suiierii.r
terminus of the Pacific Railway.
In considering the subject where

questions or propositions actually pre-
sent themselves, and it will be best, ay
w. U as most convenient, to discuss each
separately.

(1.) Was the choice of the terminus a
judicious one ?


