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""^' '"* •"""' *«'»«"" h^'ve beencapable of accommodatmg themselves to considerable variationsof temporatnre^ The same specie, of megatherium, for ermpleranged from Patagonia and the river Plata in Sonth AmXbetween ]a..,„des SI" and 50» south, to correspondingTariSof the northern contment, and was also an inhabitant of the i^

termed>ate,eountry of Brazil, in the caves of which its fossil Zmams are met with. The extinct elephant also of Georgia (Ele.Pl^s pnm^gemus) has been traced in a fossil state nfrthward

hron!t% ^^^i" *" 1°'^' '^""'™^' "»'' ">en southwestward
through Siberia to the south of Europe
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shed that h!
height of presumption for any geologist to be aston-ished that he can not render an account of them. No naturalist

oTwd:° '°r
"^" "'"^-"'^ "'"• "" *^ circumsZton which the contmuance upon the earth of any living speciesdepends as to be entitled to wonder if it should dtainish rSy

mW. '"' ^T'f^'rl ™^" ^"' 'f '''' »Pe-lations shou dembrace a period in which considerable changes in physical geos-raphy are known to have occurred, as is thf case in Nor h^aifdSouth America since the megatherium flourished, how muchmore diffiouu would it be to appreciate all the effects ofZealmodifications of climate, and changes in the stations of contemporary animals and plants, on all which, and many other coTd-tions the permanence of a species must depend. Until we "in-demand the physiological constitutions of organic being rwellthat we can explam why an epidemic or contagious disease mayrage for months or years, and cut off a large proportion of theliving, individuals of one species while another is spared, Sow canwe hope to explain why, in the great struggle for existence some
spec.es are multiplying, while others are decreasing „ num3
allied habits people the same district, and we can not say why

wonder ifTb"
''" "?\*'"' """^ °°'"'»°"' "''" "ffh' have we towonder If the rarer of the two should cease to exist altogether '"

In Illustration of this principle, I may refer to two beautifulevergreens flourishing in this part of Geo^ia, species of GorTm^


