
230 LIFE OF TECUMSEH.

;' I

I'i

^t

;

^fi

an invincible hatred to the whites. On one occasion,
he was heard to declare, that he could not look upon
the face of a white man, without feeling the flesh crawl
upon his bones. This hatred was not confined, how-
ever, to the Americans. Circumstances made him the
ally of the British, and induced him to fight under their
standard, but he neither loved nor respected them. He
well understood their policy; they could not deceive
his sagacious mind ; he knew that their professions of
regard for the Indians were hollow, and that when in-
stigating him and his people to hostilities against the
United States, the agents of Britain had far less anxiety
about the rights of the Indians, than the injuries which,
through their instrumentality, might be inflicted upon
the rising republic. This feeling towards the whites,
and especially to the people of the United States, had a
deeper foundation than mere prejudice or self-interest.

Tecumseh was a patriot, and his love of country made
him a statesman and a warrior. He saw his race driv-
en from their native land, and scattered like withered
leaves in an autumnal blast ; he beheld their morals
debased, their independence destroyed, their means of
subsistence cut off", new and strange customs introdu-
ced, diseases multiplied, ruin and desolation around and
among them ; he looked for the cause of these evils and
believed he had found it in the flood of white immigra-
tion which, having surmounted the towering Alleghe-
nies, was spreading itself over the hunting grounds
of Kentucky, and along the banks of the Scioto, the
Miami and the Wabash, whose waters, from time im-
memorial, had reflected the smoke of the rude but
populous villages of his ancestors. As a statesman,
he studied the subject, and, having satisfied himself
that justice was on the side of his countrymen, he
tasked the powers of his expansive mind, to find a re-
medy for the mighty evil which threatened their total

extermination.

The original, natural right of the Indians to the oc-
cupancy and possession of their lands, has been recog-
nized by the laws of congress, and solemnly sanctioned
by the highest judicial tribunal of the United States.

On this principle, there is no disagreement between our


