
naval (lofence wp are lo abdicate tlic iirln-
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'•"vernn,,,,,,: we' are

lOiU tf.at, wc can have rcsiionslble eover"-mem i„ .vrylhlag cl,.. ve ca„ „.ai, „„,j»n la»K. wu can ailmii.'tKr our ovi af
lairs., and ev,.n have cur.lrol or our lanj
forces. L.„t ,h,„ m „,„„era of naval defe,., eBe Bhoiild li, ve no i,o»«r8 of our owM I

1'i h""'
"">' """ ">'» ITlnclldo la one fjwhich we on this side ot the House can-

n which naval defence can be carried on
Is hy contr billions to the Imperial navv. Ihave to submit that ihls Idea of contribu-
tion seenis to me rpijusnant to the geniusIt ,".'',""; ''"""»"•"'»: it "nacks toomuch of tribute lo be acco|,labIe bv British
communities The true conceLtlou of the
British emiilre Is the conceutloii o( newgrow ns. strong and wealthy nations, eachone develoiunB Itself on the line ot lis own

t"he''cn,'e"or'"°"'""°"'''.'"" "" >"'"'"<' '"
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''""""O" danscr. and from all

ItTL <'>%'-»"f. rushins U|,on the com-
(lion enemy Uut. Sir, the uoint Is no longer

Kuahle. The |,ol„t has been settled
the last conleren'.o,

SInnv and many a lime nnon the floor of
his Ilou.e In the press or this countrvwe have been assailed, and our action biis

who' Z"\'Z"'^
""",""' '"•""' °' Australia,

,r ,1
'"- "K'''-f'i to give a contribution

Hut Sir, let us look and see what hcs r -
rciitl.v taken place In Australia, Australia
h.i.: .ibandoned the ,,osillon It look in U:r'and It has come to the position taken hv
Jaii.icla. Australia to-da,v, like Canada isbmhling a firet of her own. And, Sir there
is sometbmi; ,stlll more slgnlflcanti It' Is not

?f',". l"n;i,"
'"'!' '"^ ''"""K •' ranlrlbutioii loGreat nntani lor the purposes of the Aus-alan navy. It Is Great Britain which Ispaying a contribution to Australia for that

puriiose. Need I say more ? All the bestmen, ev-en In the ranks of th? Conserva!

hi e ,
;•

,

''"''^ »'''''" ""> nt'entloii loMs pieslion have come lo the wnv ofthinking of the present government. That

.h,
'!',', "'l'"""'

^"' '^''"''™ '"KW- oncehe lu-lde and strength of the Conservative
Pa.ty, has given unquallned adhesion to
"iir poUcv, Need I -say more? l( there is
. 1 Itiipenalisl of the imperialists now llv-

^ .: '.%,?"' """<" '"'J -^'""or wasiKie hisl fall, and you will parilon me, Sir
II I recall 10 the attention of hon gentle-men oppositi. what were the opinions of
i.ord Milner upon this (luesllon In Van-
couver be spoke as follows:

-I have said that Canada is not unique Inbeing a great country. But she Is unique
in being one of a group or countries, which
lias a strong foothold In every corner of the
world. That group only needs to hold to-
geiher and to be properly organized In or-
der to eoiumaiul, with a comparativelv small

™»1 to Its Individual members, all the cre-
dit and all the respect, and, Iherefore allthe power aiKl all the security which creditand respect alone can give a nalton amonghe na Ions of the world, .\o doubt Canada
If she la to take her place In such a union,w have to develop, as I believe she will
will desire to develop, her own lighting

"oiild be necessary In any case for the ade-quate ilevelopmeiit ot Canadian self-respect
or benellcial to the manhood of her peopleand certainly nothing like to the same ex-
tent as would be ahsobuely Inevitable ifshe desired to stand alone,"

Again at Toronto he made use ot lang-uage even more sigullicant:

'But no doubt the general position would
be iiieuh stronger If all the self-govenilng
states were lo adopt !he course which Aus-
tralia seems dlsiiosed to adopt of creating

tlons of a lleet. And I for one should wel-come such a tiollcy, wherever adopted, not
as adding to the strength and dlgnilv of
the empire as a whole. Its InHuenre In peace
as well as to its security In case of war.

It Is not a question of shifling h-^. i,,„8
but of developing fresh centres of sii, th'For this reason I have n?ver been a great
ailvoeate ot conirlbutlons from the self-gov-

?!!!'", ''wl"'\
'" ""' "'»' "'"' "»>' of the

1 lined Kingdom, though as evidences of asense of the solidarity of the empire such
roiiiribiitions are welcome, and vnlnabie
pending the suhslllution of something bet:
ter. But 1 am sure that ihe form which
iniperial co-operation In this field will ultl.
m.itely lake, and ought to lake, ilie term at

b','n^a"'^'
"•"''"><"•' "Ith the diKiilly of the

lid vldual states and most conducive lohe r collective strengih and organic union.
Is the developnienl of their several defen-
sive resources. In material and in manhood,
I know that It may be nrgued-ll lias beenargued that Individual strength would make
for seiiaratlon. But I have no svmnathv
whatever with thip aoint of view."

l.aler he goes on :

"The profession and technical not to s'lv
!,';'",""»"'.'?'" "'•F"""'"'s "" a ."ingle big
iia\,\ of the empire are enormouslv strong
so strong that they might concelv.ablv over-come, as they have to some extent overcome
in the jiasl, the political objection Butw ihoul wishing lo be dogmatic on a subjectwhich requires a great deal more careful
study on all hands than It has vet received
must say that, speaking as aii Imperialist'

I feel the political objection very strongly.

If the self-governing states were goltig
under our present eonstltullonal arrange-
nienls, merely to contribute to a central
navy, whether In money or better still Inmen and ships, 1 do not think they would
take that Interest and pride In the matter


