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["(roaly or conference was llionglit rxpcdienl to con-

ilinti tliciM ill their tVieiidsliip \vitli (lie l]iii;'lisli,

niul, if possible, tddnnv tlieni from the Uoinaii

Catholic to (lie Pro(estiiiit reliirioii.

(.1)010 1717.)—Til' governor, therefore, the

first summer aiU-r his arrival, in Auf);us(, at-

tended l»y several of the council both of Massi-

cIniscKs iiiid New Ilanipshire, and oilier jfentle-

men, met the Indians at Arowsick island. At the

bejjinning of (he coiifereiiei! he delivered (hein an

Kuglish and an Indian l)i')h-, whicli he (old (hem
coii(aiiied (lie reliirion of (lie Ijigli?.!!, and at (lie

same time reeommeiulrd (o them Mr. llaxter, a

ii.jiister mIio went down as a missonary, and told

tlicm he would explain tlio bible, and instruct

lliem in the principles of reli//ioii. They were at

jio loss for an answer. " All people, they said,

loved their own ministers; and as for the bible,

they desired to be exciised from keeping it: tioil

bad given tliem teachinj;, and if tliey sliould go
from that they should displease (iod." They
were fixed in thcur religion, and it would liave

been a loss of time to altempt to move them.

The rest of the conference was upon (he right of

the English (o se((le in (lijit part of the country.

Upon complaint made by the Indians of eiicroacli-

nients upon their lands, the governor produced
one of the original deeds which had been given

by their sachems. They acknowleilgcd the lands

to the w. of Keniiebeck belonged to the English,

but (hey were sure no sale had ever been made of

iuiy Inids to (he P. The governor (old them the

English would not part with an inch of land

which belonged to them. The Indians were so

oflcnded that they rose immediately, and, with-

out any ceremony, took to their canoes and went

(o another islanil where they had their head-quar-

ters, leaving behind an English flag whicli the

governor had given them. In the evening seve-

ral of them returned to Arowsick with a letter

from Ralle to the governor, acquainting him, that

the French king did not allow that in any treaty

(here was no immediate orr.i,ioii for (heir service.

This consideraliuii induced (hem t(» send two of
their number with a message (o (he governor, nc«

knowledgiiig (ha( yi steiday tiiey had been rude
and iinmaniierly, aiul ciiriic'-tly desiring to see him
again, lie let (hem kno\v he would see (hem upon
no (erms, unless (hey (juitted (heir pretensions (o

(he lauds \Vliicli lii'long''il (o the iiiiglish. This
the messengers promised should lie done, and tie-

sired (hat (he Eugli>Ii colours which liiey had
slighted miii'lit be relumed (hem. In (he even-

'u\'j; (hey came again to the coiili'renee, and a|)-

poiiitcd a new sjieaker as a mark of resentment

against (he former, wlio, (hey said, had behaved
iil the day before, ami, without enlering into any
disjmte about |)articiilar limits or bounds, declared

they were willing the English should setde where
tlu'ir predecessois had settled, desired (o live in

peace and (o be supplied with necessaries, in a

way of trade, confessed (hat some of (heir incon-

siderate young men had offered iiijuiies to the Eng-
lish, and violated (he (reaty of Portsmouth in

17 1 J. After renewing that treaty, the conference

ended.

The beginning of an administration in the colo-

nies is generally calm and without rullle. Several

months passed, atb-r Colonel Sluite's arrival,

without open opposition to any measures. The
town of IJoston, at the first election of (heir repre-

sentatives, led out such as had been bank men,
and chose such as were of the other party, but Mr.
(3ooke, who was at the head of the first jiarty,

had interest enough to obtain a place in council.

It was, soon after, insinuated that the governor

was a weak man, easily led away, and that he was
in the hands of the Dudleys, men of high prin-

ciples in government, and it behoved the people to

be very careful of their liberties. Mr. Cooke, who
I.ad the character of a fair and open enemy, was
free in expressing his sentiments, and (he governor

was informed of some contemptuous language in

private company, with which he was so much
he had given away the land of the Indians to the odeiided as to procure Mr. Cooke's removal from

English, and would protect the Indians against the place of clerk to the superior court. A dispute

the English encroachments. The governor let haiipening about the same time between Mr.

them know, that he highly resented the insolence Bridges, surveyor of the woods, and the inhabitants

of the Jesuit, and the next morning ordcrcil the of the province of Maine, concerning the property

signal for sailing, lialle, in his letters, often la- of (he while pine trees within that province ; Mr.

nients the unsteadiness of the Indians. They Cooke immediately inserted himself in the contro-

were afraid at this time of a new war. The old versy, publicly patronized the inhabitants, and in

men were loth to quit their villages at Norridge- a memorial to the house of representatives charged

wock and Penobscot, where they lived at case, the surveyor with nial-condiict in tiireatening to

and encamp in the woods, or, which was much prosecute all who without licence from him shall

worse, depend upon the French, who, they cut any pine trees in their own ground, which Mr.

would often say, treated them like dogs when Cooke alleged they had good right to do
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