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free tr.uir, ;i rt-Hfilution it) the C anadian Hounc of

AHHPmhIy in the session ol 1H47, "That ihe

ah.iiulonmt'Mt of the protrctivp policy of Knj^land

towar«ls hrr colonifs cannot opcrai*' othrrwisf than

injuriously on ihf trade and (otninrrci- thrrrof with-

out atfordinj,' a corrcHpoudin^^ benefit to our fellow

.Hul)je( ts of Cin-at iiritain, " wan lost.

My the introduction of I'rre Trade in 1S4O. and

the great relaxation in the Navigation Laws in 1H48,

the imperial protective system was broken up,

colonial |)roducts were placetl on the same joolinj^ an

articles of fon-ij^n production in l''-nj,dish tariffs, and

the Provinces were given control of their own tariffs

and were allowed to remove the iliscriminations in

favor of the Knglish manufacturers, the Imperial

custom house officials wen; withdrawn and the

colonies were given largely increased powers in the

regulation of iiavigution.

But it was no part of Fngland's plan that the

colonies should takt; up the policy of protection

which she was abandoning and for the next ten

years wv. find recently converted Hngland trying to

bring the colonists over to the new faith. Although

sht," was surremlering the advantage which her matui-

factures had enjoyed in the markets of the colonies,

she was by no means willing that they should be

placed at an absolute disadvantage under the

colonial tariffs which began to appear after [846. In

a dispatch of March 13, 1848, Lord Grey writes,

'* Her Majesty's Government readily acknowledges


