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what linden tM» Iranfa^ion more defprving of noticct lii.

that of the men drlivcrcd up, one was an Irifhman, and

another a native of Manchefter. Mr. Drookt, midfhipmnn,

ftating to Capt. Saunders that he ihoif^ht it wrong to deliver

up thefe men, as the Americana would not deliver up Britifh

defertcrs, was immediately put under arreil by Captain Stop-

ford, who was determined not to be prevented by the mifcun-

du6t of others, from doing what he thought was proper aud
gentlemanly.

Lift us now minutely attend to the condu^ of Capt.

Stopford on this occaftou : Did he enter into a nice difcuf-

finn of the right he had to retain thefe American defertcrs i

Did he go with Mr. Madifon, into all the windings, and

turnings, contained in his nonfenfical jargon of inftruAions

tranfmJtted on this fubieft to Mr. Monroe ? Or, did he urge

a reafon, which he might with more propriety have offered,

that the men in queftion, were born in His Majefty's domiji-

io.18 ?—No : he had rti jurfe to none of thefe fubterfugcs.

He felt as an officer ought to feel on fuch an occasion : he

honourably did as he would wi(h to be done by ; and as far

as refpcdled the right thefe men might have to his pnotcftion

as Britifli fubjefts, he juftly confidercd them as renegadoea,

who dcferved neither the confideoce or prote^lion of either

country.
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We will now contrail the conduft of Captain Stopfonf,

with the fhameful treatment he afterwards received, from tlic

American govcrmcnt :

When the Chichefter left the Weft-Indies, four men two
belonging to the Royal Artillery, one to the 15th regiment,

and one to the 37th, who had been unwell, but were getting

into a ftatc of convalefcence, were fent on board her, that in

a voyage to the States, their recovery might be perfe^ed.

Thefe men deferted from the Chichefter, and, with their

Britiih uniforms on, entered into the American fervice. They
were fcen on fliore after they had entered, by the Serjeant of

Marines of the Chichefter, and one of them had the impu-
dence to offer to fhuke hand? with him, but he rejcfted his

offer with becoming contempt.

Thofe men were applied for by Capt. Douglas, the Com-
manding Officer of the Squadron in the Chefapeake, and the

anfwer he received was, if any fuch men had enlifled^ tbey.

were gone np the country with a detachment. : --—, .\ >

.' i,--t ..) *r .-.'j*. ;-^


