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the crown; for exempting the" murderers * of colonifts from le-

gal trial, and in cifeA fiom ptininiment; for rre^tin^^ in a nei^ii-

bouring province, acquired by theJoint armsof Gieat-Krit.iin and
America, a defpotifm dangcrotis to our very exigence ; and for

quartering foldiers upon the colonilh in time of profound peace*

It has alio been refohcd in Parliamtnf, that colonifts charged
with committing certain otfences, i\x^\l be tranfportcd to Eng-
land tq be tried*

- But why fhould we enumernte our iuKiries in detsii ? By one
l^atute it is declared, that Parli^n^nt c^n " of riglit n^ake laws
tobindus in all cases whatsorvkr." What is to defend
IIS againft fo enormoqs, fo unlimited a power? Not a rma;le ipan

of thofe who afTume it is chofen by i\s ; or is fubje^t to pur con-
troul or influence : but on the contrary, they are all of them ck-

empt from the ojperation of fuch IavvS| and an American revenuei

if not diverted from the ofteuiible purpofes for which it is raifed,

lyould aflually lighten their own burdens in proportion as they
ihcreafe ours. V\ e faw the mifery to which fuch depotifm woulq
reduce us. We for ten years incelfantly and ineffeftually befiegsi

ed the throne as fu;)plicants ; we reafoned, we remonftrated with

parliament in the mofl mild and decent language. But adminif-

tration feniiblethat wefliould regard thefe oppreflivc meafurcttas

freemen ought to do, fent over fleets and armies to enforce them.

The indignation of the Americans was rnufed It is true ; but it

was the indignation of a virtuous, loyal, and affedlioqate people.

A Congrefs of Delegates from the imited colonies was aifembled

at Philadelphia, on the fifth day of hft September. We rcfolv-

ed again to offer an humble and dutiful petition trt the King, and

alfo addreffed our fellow fubje£ls of Great-Britain. We have
purfucd every temperate, every refpeflful meafure; we havee-

ven proceeded to break ofl'pur commercial intercourfe with our

fellow fubjc6l% as the laft ; eaceable adnionition, that our attach-^

ment to no nation on earth Ihr uM fupplant our attachment to li-

berty. This, we flattered ourfelves, was the ultimate ftepof the

controverfy : but fubfequcnt events have fhewn, how vain wa»
this hope oi finding moderation in onr enemies.

Several threatning expreffions againfl the colonies were infert-

ed in his Majefty's ^>eech ; our petition, though we were told it

was a decent one, that his Maiefty had been pleafed to receive it

gracioutly, and to promife laying it before his parliament, was
fiuddled into both houfes amonglt a bundle of American paperst

^ad there negletCted.
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