
^

( 207 )

der *, when they fee this, it Is high Time for them
to think of getting back (ome of their ancient ci-

vil Power, that they may be the better able to

take care of their civil Rights. The Power of

chufing Juftices of the Peace, would fecure them
cfFeftually from an infinite Number of Opprefllons

in various Ways, which it is in the Power of thofe

Magiftratcs (too often the Tools of a corrupt Mi-
nifter) to exercife •, and the Influence, which Men
of Merit, Integrity, and Fortune, invefted with

that Magiflracy, and diftributing Juftice with an
equitable and impartial Hand, muft have on the

little Burroughs in their Neighbourhood, may con-

tribute fomething towards corre6bing the Inconve-

niences arifing from the Want of a proper Ballance

in our parliamentary Rcprefentation. The Power
of cle£lmg High Sherifl^s would prevent that arbi-

trary Force ufed in Eledlions, and tliofe undue Re-
turns of Members, of which we have heard but

too much of late Years i particularly at the late

general Eledion ; and would be of infinite Service

for preferving the Freedom and right Conftitution

of Parliaments. Both are necefifary for reftoring the

Ballance of our Conftitution, and fo far as they go
towards that Fnd, will be likely to maintain their

Ground. For if the Freeholders of England come
to be once again poflTcfled of the Right of chufing

High Sherifi^s and Juftices of Peace, and to experi-

ence the Benefits they will thence derive, an Houfeof
Commons will hardly venture to take away a Right,

in which all the landed Men in the Kingdom are fo

deeply interefted ; nor can it be done without caufing

a terrible Convulfion in the Nation.

Macbiavel fays, "That to render a Common-
'* wealth long lived, it is neceflary to correft it of-

" ten, and reduce it towards its firft Principles",

When the Ballance of a Conftitution is deftroyed,

there is no Way of reftoring it more proper, than

by
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