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to do it; he set abuiit devising the means of rescuing some of

the best parts of it from so unprofitable a condition. For this

purpose, it is said, and v\u believe truly, his lordship purchased, at

a price far beyond its value, about one-third part of the stock of

the Hudson's Bay Company ;—the whole of v\hich is oitlyet' 100,000.

A proprietor to such an extent coidd not well be refused a favour

from the Governors of the Company ; and they granted him, what

we ratiier think the Law Officers of the Crown have decided they

had no power to grant, a wide extent of country held, or supposed

to be held, under their Charter, of which he proceeded to take

possession.

* He was called away from Englaivl,' he says, * to a remote part of

the British dominiuns tor the purpose, not only of defending his rights of

j)roperty from threatened infringement, but also to give his personal

support to a considerable body of individuals who, in a great degree,

looked up to him for protection, and against whom a train of premedi-

tated and violent aggression has been committed by their felktw sub-

jects.'

On his arrival in Canada he found the territory which he was about

to settle, and indeed the whole of America from the Atlantic to

the Pacific, and from the Lakes of Canada to the extreme North,

overrun by the servants of an Association of Merchants in London
and Montreal calling itself the North-zcest Compant/f between

which and the Hudson's Bay Company there had long sub-

sisted a deadly feud. At Montreal, we presume, he writes his

' Sketch of the Fur Trade,' which is well calculated to bring down
public indignation on the heads of those who conduct, or who are

concerned in it. The pains that appear to be taken, and the phnis

that are laid, to seduce the inoffensive savages into habits of vi( e,

in order that the ' traders' may the more easily exercise a brutal

tyranny over them ; and the ferocious and unfeeling conduct of the

Canadian rivals in the fur trade towards each other, setting at de-

fiance all religion, morality and law, are stated in such terms and

on such evidence, that they are not only ' deserving the early at-

tention of the public,' but will command it, and, we doubt not, call

forth the immediate interference of the legislature.

It would seem, however, that Lord Selkirk has not thought fit to

await the decision ofthelegislature or theexecutivegovernment. I'he

details of the extraordinary and atrocious transactions which have

urged his lordship to the strange steps he has taken are not yet fairly

before the public. Private letters, however, from interetited indi-

viduals say, that Mr. Semple, recently appointed Governor of the

Hudson's Bay Company, while on a journey to inspect its forts and

establishments in the ' Indian territories,' fell in with a parly of na-

tive^ parrying proviiiions to some of \\ie trading establishments of the

North-
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