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with tliiinks. Mr. Tlamilton oxjm'sscd his surprise Ihat we had uianacfd (o

^ct away from Naas-( i Iwt, as wc wcp' th(! first white men who liad come
throuudi this route ; and even lu; found much difiiculty witli the Indians there.

Ilavina; jiersiiacU'd Xarrii, the chid", to Ictus liave his canoe, we hid farewell to

Mr. Hamilton, and proceeded on om' journey.

Jt was fortuiiiit;) that we .«erit hack our two Indians, as otherwise wc should

have suthtrcd from want of food, and as it was, we reached Stuart T.ake only

Avith f^reafc difficulty. We made a fine run to day lieforc a fair wind to Fort

Killanioures, which ])ost is only kept up in the winter. Our course from

Naas-(ilee to this place was south-east, and the distance about 50 miles. The
land is good the whole way, with long <:;rass on the henches near the fort,

which is a very lonely place. Ft is a .!j;reat ])ity to .see this beautiful country

.so well adapted to the wants of man, lyin<^ Avaste, when .so many Englishmen
and Scotchmen would he f:;lad to come here and till the soil. liabine Lake is

deep, and in some jilacea 5 or (i miles wide, with islands and points of land to

afford .shelter from storms ; from Fort Killamonres to the head of I'abine is

about 40 miles, direction south-south-east. From the head down about 20
miles, it runs east and west. We arrived at the head of ]>abine on the seventh

day after Icavin'j; Naas-Glee : wc had seen no Indians nor snow, and had made
a favourahlo journey.

The district we had passed was well adapted for farming ; some of the land

is rocky, but on the whole it is a fine country.

At the head of Bahine Lake there is a good site for a town, and a liarhour

could be made, as a stream flows in which would supply the toAvn with water.

This is what I call the head-v.'ater of the Skeena River ; the lake is navigable

for steamers and 100 miles in length.

From this to Stuart Lake there is a portage over a good trail, through the

finest grove of cotton-wood I have ever seen ; the ground was thickly strewed

with yellow leaves, giving the scene quite an autumnal a]ipearance, and ])re-

senting a picture far dilferent to what we expected in this part of British

Columbia.
Six miles from Bahine, we came to a small lake where were some Indians

fishing hei • on our approach they appealed xmdccided whether to run or

remain. I .
". them for some food, and they soon provided us with some

fish which refreshed us miich, and having jtaid for our repast, we started again.

From this a small stream runs a distance of i miles to Stu.irt Lake.

Arrived at Stuart Lake we found no means of crossing, no Indians to direct

us, and no food to sustain us, nor had we any shot to enable us to kill ducks.

We camped here three nights without food, sleeping the greater pa;t of the time

to stifle our hunger. The only thing that supported us was the great idea of

the enterprise in which we were engaged, having been the first to '^xplore the

route from the Pacific to Fraser I?iver.

One of our party found an old canoe split to pieces ; this was rigged on a
raft of logs, as well as circumstances would admit.

-- I returned to the Indians above mentioned and purchased a few hfiirin^,

and walked back to our camp with difiiculty and found my limbs giving way.
Next morning we started on our frail raft, expecting every moment to go
down ; we were obliged to sit perfectly still, as the least movement would have
upset us ; a slight breeze sprung up and a small sea washed over us and we had
to run for a lee-shore, where kind Providence sent an Indian to succour us.

He welcomed us with a " Bonjour," invited us to his lodge and gave us most
excellent salmon-trout from the lake. We had at last reached this spot with
thankful hearts for our preservation through so many dangers. We stayed a
night with this good Indian, and next day gave him a blanket to take us to

the Fort. We abandoned our old canoe without regret, and proceeded towards

our destination. The Indians all along this were verv kind to us. About
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