
4 TREATY BETWEEN THE

ence of a question of doubtful jurisdiction in countries so situated^pu sa

Washington Territory and Vancouver's Island is likely to give riscitish Tsi

a recurrence of acts of a similar nature to those to which I have I13 Archi
the honor of calling your attention, and which, I have no douony, a
would not he less deplored by the government of the United Stagers of

than hy that of Great Britain. 3 Britis

I avail myself of tliis opportunity to renew to you, sir, the assiThe ac

ance of my high consideration.

H on, W. L. Makcy, <t-c.. dx'., th

e lurisi

JOHN K. CRAMPTON ry of \\

they

The 0A\

June
possess!

The (•<-

•bates

Olympia, Washin(;ton Tkiiritoiiy, q \)onn
Execidluc Ojjia;, Afay 12, 1855. ^(j the (

Sill : I have tlie honor to acknowledge tlie receipt of your comii; plainly

nication of April 20, in which you state tliat information lias heter, to

received by you to the elTect that an armed party of American ciinuary

zens, ostensibly acting under the direction ol'a peison named Barndand a

Avho stvles himself sherilf of Whatcom countv, landed on the isbiie boun
of San Juan, and demanded from Cliarles (iriffin certain moneys The m
})ayment of taxes, on behalf iind in the name of tlie United Statestn, and
America, " a demand which, as a British suliject, acknowledging iree ye

authority except that emanating from his own government, he refusad hyd
to pay;" that Mr. Barnes and his followers ' abstracted a number le Cans

valuable sheej), and that u])on Mr. (friflin demanding restitution ijparatei

was menaced with violence, and put in danger of his lil'e." I shal

Of the matters detailed by you I have no oflicial information saication

from your communic^ation. It is known, however, that ^Ir. Barnes tates, fi

the sheriff of Watcom county. ope tlu

You further state that vou have called mv attention to the saiiieling a

for the purpose of ascertaining "if the said ^Ir. IJarnes' i)roccedini 1

were in that instance authorized or sanctioned in any manner by tl

executive officer of Washington Territoiy."'

The sheriffs of the various counties come under the supervision

the executive in the exercise of the pardoning power, and in the ini

of a resistance of the laws. They act under certain prescribed law

and to these laws they are resjionsible foi- the prp[)er discharge
their duty.

By the act of the legislative assembly of the Territory of Orego
previous to the sejiaration therel'rom I'rom the Territory of Washin
ton, the boundary line as between the two governments was held
run through the Canal de Arro, and liy the act of the legislativosses i

assembly of the Territory of Washington " to organize the county violent

Whatcom" the island of San Juan is included within the bounds ii)08Be

that county. The sheriff in proceeding to collect taxes acts under from tl

law directing him to do so. Should he be resisted in such an attempment c

it would become the duty of the governor to sustain him to the fiibf Am
force of tlie authority vested in him. Tha
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