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reafons : ift. His brave crew were in good

health and fpirits, and his (hips in good

condition ; and he would, by a Northerly

paflage to England, inftead of the ordina-

ry courfe round the Cape of Good Hope,

fhorten his voyage 10,000 fea miles. 2dly,

He would acquire the parliamentary re-

ward of 20,000/. a very great induce-

ment, and an objedt worthy of fome ex-

traordinary rifque. I always thought,

however, that, if Capt. Cook meant the

difcovery of the North-Eaft paflage when
he failed from England, the mofl: judi-

cious courfe would have been to have

failed diredlly from the Thames North-

vi^ards, and to have made the North-

Eaft paflage the beginning, inftead of the

end, of his voyage.
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The Straits which lie between the land

of the Tchuktfchi and the ifland of A-
lafchka, and the other paflage which lies

B 2 between


