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there ho any reasonable ground to entertain .sucli an impre.ssion, however erroneous, an ofler le.ss objec- Historical Note,

tionable, in the first iu.stanee at least, could hardly he expected.

"It may be considiired certain, also, in my oiiinidii, that the offer now to be made is not to he
submitted as an ulliinatum, iiiul is not intended as such; tliouf,di 1 have reason to know that

Mr. rakenliain will not be luitlioriiijd to accejil or reject any modification that may be proposed on our
part

;
but that he will, in such case, be instructed to refer the modification to his (Jovernnient.

" It is not to be di.sf^'uised that, since the I'l'esidcnt's annual messaj,'c, and the public discussion that

has subseijuently taken jilace in the Senate, it will be ditlicult, if not impossible, to conduct the negotia-

tion in its future sta,L;es, without reference to the oiiinion of .Senators, or free from sjieculation as to

the de^^'ree of control they may exercise over the result. "Whatever, ihend'ore, mi.Ltht be jiriident and
regular in the ordinary course of things, 1 think it of the utmost iiii]iortance, u]i(iii the jire.sent occasion,

if the President should think uroper to ]iropose any modilication of the oiler to be made by 'Sir. I'akenlinm,

that the modification shouhl lie understood as po.ssessing the concurrence of the co-ordinate branch of

the Treaty I'ower.

" It is not eiLsy to conjecture, with any certainty, the extent to which this Government might be

induced to modiiy the proposition, evn if they should be as?ured that the Senate, no less than the

President, demanded it. It must not escape observation that, during the preceding administration of

•ur Oovernnient, the extension of the line on the forty-ninth parallel to tiie Strait of Fiica, as now

propi .'cd iiy ^ i(i Aberdeen, was actually suggested by my immediate ]ire(lecess(ir as one he thought his

Government might accejit ; and that, in regard to those English subjects who would be left within

American jurisdiction by adopting that boundary, he considered that the provisions of Article II

of Jay's Treaty as a ju'coedeut for a convenient mode of dealing with them. By Artich; II of Jay's

Treaty, Inwever, liritish subjects would not only be secured in the absolute title to all their lauds and

effects asfuUy as by Lord Aberdeen's proposition, but would be allowed the option to continue as IJritish

.lulijects, and without any allegiance to the Government of the United Stales ; which, according to

Lord Aberdeen's offer, as I understand it, thev would not pos.seas. In point of fact, therefore, the

substantial jioints of the present offer, and thosd which may be expected to be regarded as most objec-

tionable, are little more than the embodiineiit of the various offers or suggestions which, at difl'erent

times, have, in some form or other, jirocecded from our own negotiiuors

" I have myself always believed, if the extension of the line of bouudaiy on the forty-ninth parallel

by the Strait of I'uca to the .sea would be acceptable to our tioveinnient, that the demand fif a right freely

to navigate the Columbia liiver would be coin]iriiniiscd upon a point of time, by conceding it lor such

period as nii^'it be necessary f(U' the trade of the lludsnu's I'ay ('oiii]iany north or soutli of the Ibrt}'-

niuth parallel. Entertaining great conlideuce in that opinion, and (Uieming it only reasonable, 1 confess

that, from an early period, 1 have usi.mI every argument and persuasion in my power to reconcile

Lord Aberdeen to such a liinitatiim, and, a'.'iougli 1 am ipiile aware that, with a portion of the liritish

public, an importance it liy no means de.'^; vves is attached to the navigation of the (,'olunibia liiver, and

in that of others it is undeservedly regarded as a ji lint of pride, 1 havi! been di.sa]>poiiited by the perti-

nacity with which it has Ikhoi, at so much risk, insisted upon. Eeeling very s .e. however, that the

present olTer is not made or intended as an ultimatum, I think il only reasmialile to infer an expectation

on the part of those who are ort'ering it, not only that moilllii-ations maybe suggested, but that they may

ho reasonably reiiuired. And therefore I still entortaiii the ojiiniou, that although, from a variety of

causes—in ]iart, jierhajis, from an expeiHalion that in the I'liiled States this point may not be a' olutely

insisted upon, and in part from deference to iiileicsts and iminvssions at home—they could not be

inducinl in the lirst instance to make an oti'er with such a (|iialilicati(in
;
yet, if the adjustuK'nt of the

• luestion shouhl be fmind to depend njiiai lhi^ point only, tla'y would yield tiie demand to the permanent

navigation of the river, and be content to ae.c|'t il for such a number of years as would afford all the

substantial advantages to those interests they have particularly in view that could be reasonably desired.

If th': only (|uesliou ii]iou which tlie adjn.-^li icnl of the Oregon iiue.sli(ni de]iended .shouhl be whether

the navigation of the (•olumbia L'iver .should lie gninted for a period siiflicieiit to subserve all the

purj)o.ses of I'lriti.^h subjects within the disputed territory, or whether the right .should be extended

indefinitely to a particular cla.ss of I'.ritish subjects. 1 must believe that no English .statesman, in the

face of his denial of a similar privilege to American citizens in regard to the St. Lawrence, would take the

hazard ujion this point alone of distnrliiiig the peace of the world. Indeed, if the same Jlinistry from

whom the present oti'er proceeds sIkjuIiI contiuiie masters of their own proiiosition by remaining in olHce

until the qualification I am adverting to woidd have to bo dealt with, 1 shouhl feel entire eon.'idcnce in

the belief I have now exjiresaed.

" I regret to say, however, that I have not the least expectation that a less reservation ihau is
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