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(Opcnitlvt' an<l A( coptt'd) the Ic^al statutes forming the l»ast' of oiii*

ostal)lisliiu('iit. Wf liave t'vorv ivasoii to know that Masoiirv was
oriK'i'ially a st-crot Society ami was p)venie(l by laws known only to

its nieinlters; we read c*!' old niainiseript beinfr in the luuuls of

private nienil»ers, at an early day, hut we have no evidence tending

t(» show that tliey had reference alone to the fundan ental laws; in

I71!», however, they were all (or nearly all) gathered in and sent to

(iran<l Lod<jje.

An eminent Anieri<'an writer tells us that Freemasonry was
strictly a secret Soiriety for more than two thousan<l years; that its

members were forbidden to i>ublish anythiiif? either in relation to

its orijjin or teachinjjjs, and yet throuj^Uout all that perio<l, its history

was transmitted from ffcneralion to f^enertition, unspotted by time,

un<l undulerated by tiie sacriligious hand of the innovator. Thodis-

tin^^uished (Chester says: "From the commencement of the world we
may trace the foundation of Masonry; ever since Symmetry bejjfun

and harmony displayed her charms, our Order has had a beinj^."

May it, Jirethren, be our pride and pleasure to guard with zealous

care this Ancient History, and hand it down to the generations that

are to follow us without a blot upon its pages of our Individual or

collective creation. Last year I was twitted in a friendly way by
some of my Masonic friends in being a little too lengthy in my
address—this year I think I have guarded against a rei)etition of

such allusions, partly on account of absence from my field of Masonic
labor, and partly from the effw^ts incident to what is known here as

"Franchise Fever" which has a tendency to exclude the necessary

matter generally embodied in a letter of this tenure.

Fn again surrendering the (iavel of Sui)reme Masonic authorty

into your hands, I do so with a full consciousness of my
inability to do justice to the positi(m, owing to my absence from the

Province for nearly half the year. I can, however, fairly lay claim

to an honest desire to further the interests of the Craft—to give

impartial decisions upon all occasions, and in all sincerity to wish

every Brother "God speed" in his walk in life, and hereafter a rest

in the Great (irand Lodge above.

Fraternally yours,

EDGAR CROW BAKER,
Grand Master.

Resolved, That the address of the M.*. W.-. Grand

Master be referred to a Special Committee of three.

The following Brethren were appointed by the R. •. W.*.

Deputy Grand Master:


