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give as food to the egoistic and material
—

"the strong." That

"might is right" is the only legitimate conclusion, the last

word of the 19th century ethics, for, as the world has become
one huge battlefield, on which "the fittest" descend like vul-

tures to tear out the eyes and the hearts of those who have

fallen in the fight. Does religion put a stop to the battle?

Do the churches drive away the vultures, or comfort the

wounded and the dying? Religu , docs not weigh a feather

in the tvorld at large today, whtti worldly advantages and

selfish pleasures are put in tl- oth^^r scale; r'.nd the churches

are powerless to revivify the leligious -'jatiment among men,

because their ideas, their knowledj'^e. their methods, and their

arguinents are those of the Daik Ages. My Lord Primate,

your Christianity is five hundred vears behind the times.

So long as.men disputed whether this god or that god was

the true one, or whether the soul went to this place or that

one after death, you, the clergy, understood the question,

and had arguments in hand to influence opinion—by syllog-

ism or torture, as the case might require; but now it is the

existence of any such being as God, at all, or of any kind of

immortal spirit, that is questioned or denied. Science invents

new theories of the Universe which contemptuously ignore

the existence of any god; moralists establish theories of ethics

and social life in which the non-existence of a future life is

taken for granted ; in physics, in psychology, in law, in medi-

cine, the one thing needful in order to entitle any teacher lo

a hearing is that no reference whatever should be contained

in his ideas either to a Providence, or to a soul. The world

is being rapidly brought to the conviction that god is a

mythical conception, which has no foundation in fact, or place

in Nature; and th/t the immortal part of man is the silly

dream of ignorant savages, perpetuated by the lies and tricks

of priests, who reap a harves. by cultivating the fears of men
that their mythical God will torture their imaginary souls

to all eternity, in a fabulous Hell. In the face of all these

things the clergy stand in this age dumb and powerless. The
only answer which the Church knew how to make to such

"objections" as these, were the rack and the faggot; and she

cannot use that system of logic nozv.

It is plain that if the God and the soul taught by the

churches be imaginary entities, then the Christian salvation
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