
Amsterdam." In the year 1610 they began to traffic with the

Indians, and in the year 1613 built a trading-post {tn(ii^azin) at

the ph\ce now called Albany, and in the following year placed

some cannon there. Samuel Argall, the (lovernor of \'irginia,

drove them out in 161S ; but King James 1. gave them permis-

sion to remain, th it their ships might obtain water there in

their voyages to Brazil. From that time until 1623,* when the

West India Company obtained its charter, their trade with the

Indians was conducted almost entirely on shipboard, and they

made no attempts to build any house or fortress until 1629.

Now, whether that was done with or without the permission of

Kngland, the town of New Amsterdam was built and fortified,

as also the pl.\ce Aurania, Orange, now called Albany, having

since had three general-governors, one after the other. But

that was not yet enough. They wished to extend their power
to the river Delaware also, and erected on its shores two or

three small forts, which wure, however, soon after destroyed by
the natives of the country.

It now came in order for Sweden also to take part in this

enterprise. William Usselinx,t a Hollander, born at Antwerp
in Brabant, presented himself to King Gustaf Adolph, and laid

before him a proposition for a Trading Company, to be estab-

lished in vSweden, and to extend its operations to Asia, Africa,

and Magellan's Land (Terra Magellanica), with the assurance

that this would be a great source of revenue to the kingdom.
Full power was given him to carry out this important proj-

ect ; and thereupon a contract of trade was drawn up, to which

the Company was to agree and subscribe it. Usselinx pub-

lished explanations of this contract, wherein he also particu-

larly directed attention to the country on the Delaware, its

fertility, convenience, and all its imaginable resources. To
strengthen the matter, a charter (octroy) was secured to the

Company, and especially to I'sselinx, who was to receive a

royalty of one thousandth upon all articles bought or sold by
the Company.
The powerful king, whose zeal for the honor of God was not

less ardent than for the welfare of his subjects, availed himself

of this opportunity to extend the doctrines of Christ among the

heathen, as well as to establish his own power in other parts of

the world. To this end, he sent forth Letters Patent, dated at

*[The West India Company obtained its ciiarter June 3, 1621.]

t(As early as 1^)04 Usselinx, who was a merchant, proposed the formation of such a com*
pany in Holland.]
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