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From the historian's standpoint, our country is peculiarly

and exceptionally fortunate. The origin of nearly all great

nations, ancient and modern, is shrouded in fable or tradition-

ary legend. The story of the founding of Rome by the wolf-

nursed brothers, Romulus and Remus, has long been classed

among the myths of history ; and the more modern story of

Hengist and Horsa leading the Saxons to England is almost

equally legendary. The origin of Paris can never be known.
Its foundation was laid long before Ciaul had written records.

But the settlement, civilization, and political institutions of our
country can be traced from their first hour by the clear light

of history. It is true that over this continent hangs an impene-
trable veil of tradition, mystery, and silence. But it is the tradi-

tion of races fast passing away; the mystery of a still earlier

race, which flourished and perished long before its discovery

by the Europeans. The story of the Mound-builders can never
be told. The fate of the Indian tribes will soon be a half-

forgotten tale. But the history of European civilization and
institutions on this continent can be traced with precision and
fullness, unless we become forgetful of the past, and neglect to

save and perpetuate its precious memorials.

In discussing the scope of historical study in reference to

our country, I will call attention to a few general facts concern-

ing its discovery and settlement.

First,— The Romantic Period of Discovery on this Con-
tinent.

There can scarcely be found in the realms of romance any-

thing more fascinating than the records of discovery and ad-

K

I


