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Altogether, as a spectacle, Halley's Comet lias been a feebler

one than most people expected, hut this has been chietly owint;
to our Ions twilijiht at this season in northern latitudes. Nearer
the eciuator the view, perhaps, has been better than ours. Hut
the sensational balderdash of the daily newspapers had arouseil

undue exiK-ctations. And it is a pity that wild statement-
reKarding the loss of its tail in March, the cyanogen ^a-, and
the curvature of the tail, etc., should get credence in our reput
able scientific journals like the Scifiitifii .Imnlcaii and he placed

on record for the future. When it was o.i the other side of the

sun, in March and during the early ])art of April, its tail mav
have been inappreciable to observers with telescopes, bein-

turned directly from the sun and from ouselves, .\nd at no
time have I observed the slightest curvature in its tail, such a-

has been imagined liy sonic, but not witnessed by anvone. Light
passing along the full length ot the tail v,i\ of 'jn.dlHl.Odd niik-

would traverse the entire course iii something less than two iniii

sites, and during that short time the distance travelled liy ili.,-

head of the comet would 1. ion inappreciable to cause am cm
vature to be visible to the e.\ e.
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