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Pontiff. A famous book, emanating from Munich, The

Pope and the Council, by "Janus," which from the

Catholic point of view combated the doctrine of Infalli-

bility, received appreciative notice from Acton in the

North British Review. This magazine, though short-

lived, and never very widely circulated, appealed more

^successfully than any of its contemporaries to the lettered

and learned class. Some of its articles, such as the essays

of Thomas Hill Green, the Hegelian philosopher of Balliol,

occupy a permanent place in the literature of metaphysics.

The article on The Pope and the Council was therefore

sure to be read by those who, by voice or pen, exercise an

influence over the minds of others. The reviewer did not

mince his words. He pointed out to the bishops that they

had already committed themselves to a very grave extent.

In 1854 they had allowed the Pope to proclaim a new
dogma, the Immaculate Conception. In 1 862 nearly all

of them had pronounced in favour of the temporal power.

In 1864 they accepted the Syllabus. In 1867 they

expressed their willingrness to believe whatever the Pope
might teach them. " Janus " had passed lightly over

the Council of Trent, the subject of a work by Fra

Paolo Sarpi which Macaulay considered second only in

historical value to the books of Thucydides. Acton,

who had much in common with Fra Paolo, expressed

his own view with unmistakable energy and force. * The
Council of Trent," he said, " impressed on the Church

the stamp of an intolerant age, and perpetuated by
its decrees the spirit of an austere immorality." It

should be the object of the forthcoming Council to

reform, to remodel, and to adapt the work which had been

done at Trent.

What actually happened was very different from that

which Acton desired, though not very different from what
he expected. He went to Rome some time before

the opening of the Council, full of interest in the result,

and full of sympathy with the distinguished minority who
were prepared to resist the forging of fresh chains upon
their freedom. Among this minority the most conq>icuous


