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are the figures of the gods orof the Assyrian  asalso the expression in the faces of the hun-
monarchs, That of Shamshi-Rimmon is @ ters. These five cuts are from Hormuzd
typical example.” The
sceptre of royalty is
borne in the left hand
and on the breast is
what is remarkably
like & Maltese cross.
Some archwologists
have attached much
importance to the oc-
currence of this cross
in pre-Christiun mon-
uments. This is, how-
ever, of little signifi-
cance, as the cross was
the simplest of all ge-
ometric figures, and
could easily be adopt-
ed for decorativ > pur-
poses. The peculiar
mode of wearing the
beard is characteristic
of most Assyvian fig-
ures of both men and
beasts, as in the efligy
of the winged lion on
page 106, and even the
tails of the horses on
this page.

“J{ is noteworthy
that very eminent ar-
tists and lovers of fine
arts have admired the
animated portraiture
of some of the animals
displayed on different
sculptures foundin As-
sur-bani-pal’s palace 3
and in  Rawlinson’s
¢ Ancient Monarchies’
the following allusion
is made with reference
to the same culogy :

¢“¢PThe hunting
scenes from the palace
of Assur-bani-pal
(Sardanapalus of the
Greeks) are the most
perfect specimens of
Assyrian glyptic art.
Sir E. Landseer was
wont to admire the
truthfulness and spirit
of these reliefs, more
especially of onewhere
hounds are pulling
down a wild ass.””

In another bas-relief
the figure of a lion has
been pierced with an
arrow through his
spine, paralyzing the
muscles of the back.
The manner in which
the wounded beast
drags his helpless limb
is anatomically cor-
rect and gives evidence of close observation.  Rassam’s hook.  We are indebted to the
Fhe anatomy of the hiorses is well rendered,  courtesy of the publishers for their use.
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