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THE QUEEN’S DEATH.

On Tucsday afternoon the news was
flashed to Winnipeg and every other
part of the civilized world that Vie-
tirta  the much joved Queen of the
British Empire, had passed away at
430 that afternoon, -London time, at
her private home, Isle of Wight. The
news cast a general gloom over the
ity guickly folluwed by visible tokens
of public mourning in the dlsplay of
black and lowering of flags to half-
mast. Her death was not unexpected
but was nevertheless a severe shock to
the emplre over which she had ruled
with such distinction for upwards of
sixty yeans. Public functions of cvery
kind have been suspended until after
funcral and all civic, provinclal and
Dominion offictals have put on the
badges of mourning. In Queen Victorla
the world has lost & frlend who has
striven harder to make it pure and
good than any other person of her
time,

FORESLRY IN CANADA.

The movement to Interest the people
of Western Canada in the questlon of
forestry is one which should meet with
the hearty approval of all persons
who are interested in the future of our
country. The Commercial is In hearty
sympathy with every effort put forth
tn the interest of protecting and pre:
serving our natural forests as well as
In encouraging indivigual effort In tree
planting. It is & matter of satlstac-
tion to note the greatly increased pub-
e attention which has been given to
the questlon of forestry durlng the
past few years. The Dominlon as well
as the various provincini governments
appear to have at last realized the Im-
puniance of protecting our vast for-
wsis Efforts are also to be made to
snourage tree planting on tho part of
the inaividual, in the settled districts.
The policy recently decided on of es-
tabitshing large forest reserves, to be
maintained for all tiine, has not been
fdupted a moment too scou.  Already
we have reached the danger Hne in
*somo respects, in the work of remove
g ihe forests.

‘o the residenty of the great prairie
scetion of Western Canada, the pres-
ersation .of our forest areas is of tho
utmoest importance. Natural forest
arcas, such as Riding Mountain, Cy-
press  Hills, Turtle Mountain, and
"otvar forest dlstricts bordering on or
situated within the prafrie belt, should
be =<rt z}sldc as permanent reserves £or
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all time  This bas alrendy bLeen dono
in some cases. The removal of these
forests would be almost the g salest
calamity that could befall the prairie
rveglon, ‘The result would be to render
large sections of country valueless for
agricultural purposes. The forests are
the reservolrs of our prairie rivers
and streams, The beneficlal influence
which they exert upon climatic condi-
tions renders it necessary that they
should be prescrved,

‘The movement to organize forestry
associations throughout the country
should be productive of good results.
These gssoclations will probably be
afhifated In some way with the Dome-
inton associatlon, organized at Ot-
tawn & year ago. ‘The formation of
these associations should result In
arousing additional Interest In the
question of forestry, and should be
particularly beneficlal in encouraging
individual effort in tree i)lnntlng. The
creation of o healthy publie opinlon in
connection with the question of for-
estry will also support and further
stimulate federal and provincial gov-
ernments in taking medsures not only
to protect our natural forests, but to
encourage tree planting by our farm-
ers. Al the governments can do, and
they can do a great deal, will not
fully meet the requirements of the oc-
casfon unless supported by publle
opinton. Public opinlon has been cry-
stalizing on this point during the past
few years, and the present movement
will greatly assist in educating our
people to a  proper view of the
mattes. -

It is understood that the federal
government has, decided to adopt a
gystem for the encouragement of tree
planting by our farmers. This will
certainly meet with the hearty ap-
proval of those dnterested in forestry.
A great deal has been accomplished
through the work of the experimental
farms, toward encouraging our prairie
tarmers to grow trees. YWhat -has been
accomplished in Manitoba, we belleve,
{s malnly the result of the work of the
farms. The government cxperimental
farms at Brandon &nd Indian Head
have demonstrated that trees can be
grown to advantage on the open praf-
rie, and that dleak prajrie surround-
ings can be changed to the appearance
of homelke comfort in a few years,
by the cultivation of groves and belts
of trees. The experimental farms
have also taught the people what
kinds of trees to plant and how to
care for what §s planted. We there-
fore mow have the knowledge which
should enable our people to go ahead
and plant and grow trees successfully.
The trecs, cuttings and tree sceds sent
out by the experimental farms bhave
also been a great encouragement to
the pralrie farmers In the matter of
tree planting. Many farm residences
are now surrounded with young, thrif-
ty trees, as a result of the efforts of
the experimental farms. The receipt
of a little package of tree stock 4n this
way has been the cause of interesting
many farmers in tree planting and
has led them to make their first ef-
forts to grow trees. Any further of-
forts on the part of the .government
either through the experimental farms
or in some other way, wiil certainly
only meet with general approval fram
all those interested In the welfare of
our country. There Is no reason why
our most open. prafrie dlstricts should
not become places of beauty, and in
time no doubt every farm witl have
fts groves, avenues nnd shelter belts
of treés. There !s no way in which &
farmer can add snore to the vilue of
his property and the beauty of his sur-
roundings, at a loss ¢xpense In cash
and labor thap by planting and earing
for trecs about his place.

1900 AS A BUSINFESS YEAR.

Reports of all kinds regardlug the
volume and nature of the
trading operations of the year 1900 are
beginhing to come to hand and furnish
some very interesting information re-
garding the most cventful and con-
chuding year of the 19th century.
Every year the business of collecting
and classifylng commercial and
industrial data i3 becoming
more of an exnet sclence and
the mass of such information present-
ed in the columns of the
press and ofltcinl publications
of all Kkinds Is becoming so
great  that 1t {3 fmpossible for any
person now to even read let alone di-
gest all that s offered for thelr con-
slderation. However, it {s not diflicuit
to get atand retain the main facts In
any particular Mne of statistical study
and the information when gathered is
always useful as showing the growth
and tendencies of that particular ine
o which they apply.

As compared with 1893 the year
1900 passed fnto history as having
been in some ways less satisfactory
to the commercial and {ndustrinl com-
munities of Canada and ecneclallv (ne
western section of it. The boom in
prices of almost every kind of com-
modity which characterized the for.
mer year came to an end early in 1tk
and during most of the succeesding
months trading was carrled on In some
liner at least on o (alling narket,
which {2 always an unprofitable busi-
ness for the traders. Before the year
was half over it became apparvent that
the crops in the great grain rais.
ing sectlons of the west were to be
adversely affected by drouth and the
uncertajnties which accompanied this
feature had a stagnating effect upon
trade and reduced the year's turnover
to a considerable extent. The harvest
and threshing Season came around
and brought reallzation of the fears of
the earller months of the crop grows-
ing period tho wheat yleld of the west
tetng cut down to a lower polnt than
it has touched for several ycm‘s' and
the harvest was accompanied as well
by a damaging spell of rains which re-
duced the quallty of a great part of
the grajn which the farmers succeed-
ed in harvesting. As against thig par
tlal faflure of the crops the west had
- splendld cattle and live stock year
and the producing classes were en-
abled by the sale of these to make
good much of their loss on wheat. The
vear was also marked by considerable
industrial activity in both eastern and
western Canada and freedom from
serious strikes.

As a rule one of the best indlcations
of .the general results of a year's busi-
ness {s the number and character of
tho fallures and embarrassments
which have marked its passage. Look-
cd at trom this point of view 1900 was
still not so satisfactory as 1899 or even
189S but was nevertheless a  fairly
syceessaful vear  The total number of
fallures in Canada during 1900 s
given by one leading authority at
1455 with  $11,613,20S  labllities,
whereas the preceding Year's {ajlures
only numbered 1,287 with $10.658,675
liabllittes. The total for 189S was
1,300 faflures with $9,S21.323 Habli-
ties, but the four years prior to that
were each marked by a much larger
number of fallures than 1900 and pro-
portlonately larger Mabiilties as the
following table will show :

Total, } 1
Tatal, 1500
% +lal, 1808

‘Total, 1807
‘T'otal, 180G

Total, 180G .
Total, 1804 ..

$11.612.208

. 31.801  15.802.080

e ee e 4 1,890, 17.016,215
In Ontario in 1000 there was alse
ono- banking faflure with llabilities of
275,000; tn Quebec, 4, with labhitles
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of $531,071, and In British Columbia 1,
with labilities of $277,000.

‘he table of fallures by provinces
sliows us follaws for the year :

'rovtuces ¢ No, Liab.
Outarle . .. L. .. L. 86 $2,882,048
Quelne o, . L e, . 450 0,495,450
it Cotwmbla,, .. .. 115 976,308
Nova Seotin ., .. o0 o0 80 (57,823
Mapitoha .. .. .. .. .. 89 614,201
New Brauswlek ., .. .. 48 210,907
B lapd o, .0 .., 8 87,320

Among the interesting features of
business year may be mentfoned the
fact, and ft I1s an Important fact, too,
thnt there is a rapldly growing im-
provement In the business methods of
the country. The sclence of trading
fs cach year becoming better under-
stooll and correct brinciples are more
generally applled by traders than ever
before. ‘Ihis i3 in no small degree due
to the ceaseless campaign of education
which is being carried on by the trade
papers of the Dominlon. The diflicul-
tltes and dangers of crediting ave Le-
coming more and more understood and
the dangers of the system avolded, It
is safe to say that never {n the history
of Canada has the cash principle been
so genecrally In vogue as it I3 at pres:
ent and never has {t been so popular
with the purchasing classes.

These are o few of the features of
the business life of Canada for 1000.
It might be added that the country
was at the end of the yecar equipped
with Uletter Stures and factories than
at its beginning, better conveniences
and facilities for carrying vn business,
wore experienced clerking staffs, and
better stocks of goods than ever be-
fore.

STOCK TAKING.

‘T'he season for taking stock Is now
on and in almost every branch of
business this process Is In & more or
less advanced stage - progress. Some
concerns have it entirely over with
and are launching out on another
year's business. It is a surprising
fact, but nevertheless It {s a factthat
there are still some people In business
In thls country who never take stock.
How they manage to get along with-
out it nobody knows, and, of course,
it is generally found that such people
sooner or later come to grief. It ds
also a fact and much more commonly
the case that the stock taking busl-
ness is performed by some 1n a sllp-
shod sort of & way and the inventory
which they make 1Is not worth very
much as an ndex to the amount and
value of the stock which they have
on hand These people 100 are very
frequently found at the end of a hard
year or when some sudden d[saster
has overtaken them figuring In the
vankruptey reports. They can hardly
expect anything else. Thelr manner
of Joing business begets fa!hgrc. Tt 8s
a pleasure to Know in spite ot these
facts that there is a growing number
of merchants and tradesmen Wwho
make o careful inventory each year
of the goods they have on hand and
are able tu give thdr creditors at jeast
once overy twelve months @n exast
{den of thelr resources and financial
condition. ‘The fact that they follow
such correct business methods is often
in itself & guarantee of the safety of
their position and inspires- confldence
in the minds of those from whom they
buy.

It is one of the'fundamental neces-
sitles of mercantile lite that these
perfodical fnventories be taken and ¥t
should Le as thorough an inventory as
possible when {t is taken. Goods

should be priced at thelrcurrent value
not thelr involce value, and there
should be no padding of the statement
fn any way. Anything less than this
simply means that the proprietor of
the establishment does not understand
the principles upon which success in
‘business are attained.
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