uiture i3 attainlng conslderable pro-
portious in Winnipeg, Portage, Bran-
dont and other western towns.  There
are five elevntors at Cretna and this
scason the amount of wheat delivered
was expected to reach 230,000 bLash-
els, a very creditable total considering
the short crop and the vicinlty of the
four smaller points mentioned uand
Morden not o great distance away.
The Queens hotel, H, Braun,proprietor,
and tle International, utto Ritz &
Co., proprietors, furnish really good
accomtaodation,

THE MENNONITES.

Ie writing of Gretna a passing no-
tico of the Mennonito colony . -quite
apprepriate, though that devoted and
unofiending,  twlee  expatriated raco
hags Dbeen, time and times agaln, the
subject of Jonrnalisti~ sket:i, review
ant study. This time they will be
fot off lightiy. Neither their homes,
their habits,  thelr gfamby life and
their corner cupboards nor cosmopol-
itan eleeplng arrangementa shail be
mveetigated, Dut shall be left unex-
pox] to the view of the gaping crowd.
The visitor is impressed witl the al-
mosy unforiv appearance of  thrift

THE COMMERCIAL

vated largely. Some difficalty has
Leen experienced In the phst in ob-
{nining sufficlent water supply n
somo portions of the district. This
fall o discovery was made of a splen-
tid veln yielding fluwing wells,” a fow
miles northwest of the town. AH
things aro golng now the Mennonjtes,
wilo havo long ago used up a)l their
owll reserve and have begun spread-
fug out botic north and west, wili
stand o, good chanco of absorbing a
largo part of this fertile wheat arca.

« Many of them have alyendy purchased

and sottled on lanpd west of here and
moro will do so. Crops were [alrly
pow! this year, but then Red River
valley tand is the surest laund in the
world for a crop. Somo cattle are
ralsod along the Red River, but moro
could be. An example of the capabili-
ties alomx this line is the enterprise
in which Jas. Connery is engaged. In
mldition to his retajl butehor Dbusi-
noss ho has cstablished quite a stock
ranch. Ilo secured a piece of ground
on tho river just beside the town.
Here he has vrecteld large stables.
ullt of one thickness of ‘umber tizht-
1y put together, the roof bheing wmade
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oatl straw that was burned every
year would feed hundreds of cattie.
Lustly as to cattle, he bought all
kinds. If one wus fit for beef or ship-
ping, it could go. Il o thin beasy, lie
could put it o Lis stables In tho win-
ter or on iy ranch in summer and
get it iInto  condition. e made
n specialty of buying up
young vattle, and fur the ¢cuming sum-
mer he would have quite a duiry de-
partment, 30 or {0 milking cows; this
number he propused to Increase in
the future, 1le had gradeally grown
into this tdew and found thut the work
of providing shelter and food could be
both clieaply and cffectively done—
with some work., It was better busi-
ness than letting young stockers, even
calves, be shipped out of the country.
Ile also has o pnumber of sheep and
liogs to feed. Mr. Connery is one of
the old-timers of Morrls, having had
his up and downs along with the
town,

Lawrie Bros. are general merchaats,
long established and well known iu
Morris. Chisholin & McKenzie and
MeIntosh & Co. are also general mer-
chants, Mr. Chishiolin, of tue former

Manirora Fary Homes—=MepxyoN1Te FarM BUILDINGS NEAR ALTONA

and neatness -cverywhere &cen not
only about the buikdings, but over the
fiotls and favmns. The houses are
tdly and not pretentious, in mmust cases
panted.  The farm machinery iz not
reatterad about, but carefully aocus
when not in use. |, The habiv of Jivi
in fittlo clustering villages and go-
g abroad to the ficlds Is stil cou-
tinued--that is tho original nitle
vijoges which dotted the reserve from
the first setifement, stil exist, and
thy camny Rusc-Teutons are much
too thrifty to leave the houses desert-
o] and untenanted.
ALORRIS.

This towwn is perhaps the most
marked instance of the 1esuits of hoom
tizne Mmethods. It still retains iws di-
‘mensiong of three miles square, nine
sections. of level laand, when half of
one-quarter section weuld be ample
for all its requirements. The town
suffered greater reverses owing to the
desertion of much of the farming area
surrcunding it, That drawback s,
however. belng remedlied rapidly  and
tho prespects are that al! the land win
soon Dbe occupisd again and culti-

of poles. lai¢d as il for thateh, only
a flatter rcof, and the poles are not
close together, On this straw manure
or sods are placed, forming a tlose
warm reof, One point noticed
is that the walls are a falrly
gool lhieight. Mr. Connery has  had
o stable for some time, and this fall
just ccmpleted another much larger.
When thes2 stables are full the catte
are often too warm and the veuts in
the rouf often require to be opened in
winter weather. In the stabie bulit
this year the initial cost was great-
1y reduced by working up a lot of
szeond hand bridge timber, plank, ete,,
bought cheap. Tho framework aof
thesas stables is strong, and yet cheap,
and no gkiiled labor is needed, ony
farmer being abie to put them up.
As to feed. Mr. Counery sald he could
not understand why farmers talked
of feed being scarce. He had plenty
of hay, and even with the large steck
he was feeding lie could sell some. He
lhiad hired o counle of men for a month
aud put up all the hay ho wished, and
there wae pl.nty of hay went to waste
overy year. Then the good chaff and

firm, was mayor of Morris for 1897,
J. M. Phillips has a good stock of
hardware, stoves and tinware, C..J.
Kercher handles a line of hardware
and groceries, Morkill and Whit-
worth are lumber dealers and gen-
eral agents. J. C. Nichols has one
hotel. P. IXastner, the otlier near
the depot. There are three grain
clevators and as the Morris-Brandon
branch of the N. P. & M. strikes off
from here, it is quite a railway cen-
tre. The C. . R., Great Northern
and the Pemblua branch trains also
pass daily so that the train service
is splendid, Dforris may have a past
but the future Is looming up brightly
on the inner rim of the horizon,

The Great Northern Tranwt Co..
Limitod, and the North Shore Naviga.
tion Co., Limited, have established a
noew steamboat line between Colliug-
wood, Owen Sound, Fort Wil jum, Port
A. thur and Daluth, to be knowa as the
Gourgian Bay and Lake Suporior
Steamboat Iine,



