
Tuti.i narrow istiiuriu 'tWIix* twvo bundless ens,
lThe Past, the Future, two Eternitieq!

Would sully the bright @pot-or leavo it bare,
Witen ho xniglht build hlmi a proud temple there?
A name, which long should hallow ail ils space,
And be each purer soul'si iigh resting place."

To suit the prejudices which the rireniinstances of finie have ivo-
ven around our hearts, we may descend for ai monment, to particu-
litrs; and glance at parting, to that l>ranch of the human family
with which we are more intiînately coneted.

The very outset of British history is strongly mnarked, and ro-
inrntic; and is nt once a check ani au r.xcitement to our national
pride. We behold migratory harbatrians, froin the Continent, sett-
ling as Fishers and Huniters on the white cliffed Island. W'c sec
the Romans illustrating that sentiment,

11Quiet to quick ho:ois is a lie11'
and greedy of conquest, deseending mti the rude Britons, as
Eagles on a defenceiess flock. XVc lirecive the innate thirst wvhich,
mani bas fur liberty, aind his dletestzatioi (if wrong, excite the bar-
baritas into stubborn, opposition ; until aceutttulatcd niurder re-
dueed their nunibers and their resolution, and thcy bowcd heileess
blaves under the feet of their civilized master.s. WVe agDiii behobi
themn free, te be persectiteil ly their more wvarlike ueighbours of
Caledonia, and to bc again ensinved by daring adventurers from
Saxony. We sec the strangers over-run, -ind incorporatc them-
selves, and found a Monarchy in the Countryv; and behold their
descendants in turn driven into cave. and] intains, lwfore the
locust-like swarms fricn Denteark. XVo %vituerss the, iminortal
Alfred, that model of a gnod and1< errent King., noly protitiag by
adversity and prosperity, and hike a Giant stemna the tide of na-
tional calantity ; wv find] the mounids which he raised against evii,
keeping it long in check; but see it flaally overleap aIl, and then
deluge and desolate the land. Cornpoundliag- witlî the oppressor,
we see Britain, weak in arm, and broken ilt spirit, and l>ehold the
Saxons and the Danes rulingr togfether; anîd, arain, see themn both
set aside, by the cunning and bravery of the Normian Adventurer.
Front W:Ilham the Conqueror, and the Tyrant, we have a les
broken series down te our day; relle< with ai which can arouso
anti captivate the humau mind.

In thiis study, the Erma.s are nîiany, which address us in the digni-
fied tone of Philosophy; atni the incidents are innumnerable, which
speak trumpct-tongued, te ait the energie.4 «f our nature. He wvho
rcads the history of his own country ariglit, will often feel his heart
swell and htis chck bianrýh, mit the mighty wrongs, which serpent-
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