
Public Librarics-BovJ.s of Reference. 3E

and the ordcring the printing of ivhich by George 111, m-iy per-
haps be reckoneil as one ofhlus most unquestionably patriotic acts :
-Uhese %worlcs have been to the certain knovled;ge of the ivriter,
given by the Commissioners gratulitously to public Libr;ir*-e! ap-
plying fior them, on the condition ofailoiving free access and refer-
ence to thcni generally ; and littie doubt is entertùdncd, that on
Qimilar termns they might stili be obtained were a proper applica-
tion made thirou,,lî the Agent of the Province ;-these Documnents
are of continuai reference;- in the absence of' the originals, admit-
ted as evidence in Courts of JTustice ; of great value, and high
purchase, wvhen bought-might possibly be of material use ; a nd
very probably so far froni beingy as they noiv are, to he had as a
gift, wvill speedily be unattainable at any price. To this class Mav
be referred such ivorks as Lysons' Jlhigna Britannia, and the
BcýI£tics of En-glanJl and Vaks ; the latter B3ookc giving a general
and minute accouint of everv county in England, its natural and
political history, productions, manufactures, remiarkable buildings,
&c. & c. This wvork extending to 30 volumes is not very likely to

meet ivith many private purchasers bore, but is nevertheless very
suitable to a Public Institution ; one bringing England to our very
doors, andt witla the intormation derived fiom w~hich a person
mîght visit the mnother country, and immediately procee(l to viow
those objects most wvorthy his attention-wvhether ho might have
instruction or amusement ini view.- (This work lias been till
Litely, if It is not even now selling at a reduced price..) J41ajor'sç
illitst rated llalpolc's Dictionary of Painters is another work-not
of excessive price, but perliaps so highf th;at few liere would choose
to btiy it :--that wvould clearly be an eligible acqui-ztion. L odg ès
Gallcry of Portraits qfPersons illustious in English Jlistory,--ii book
wvhose excellence is not confined to the beauty of the ýýngravings,
tholigh man~y and most of them may be justly styled gems of art ;--
but fromn the ment of the notices attachcd to the Portraits, has ob-
taiued the most flatteringr encomiums fron. aible juidges of the sub-
ject. This is a large wvork, but not of overwhelming cost-and
it may bc observed that the public spirited proprietors are nom
puhlishing a smaller edition %vith the plates reduccd, to bring
it %vithîn the reach of aIl the rpoderately wealthy. A public Li-
brary. pretending to be such, is absolutely incomplete ivithout
such a book-and should sul)scribh. for it at ivhiatever inconveni-
once. To theso ive may add sucli works as Ruding's Annals
of the Coinage of G.reat Britain, D*bdiîL's Typogrciphicai An-
liquitic:. and Brittoit's Architectural Antiquities, Cathcdrals and
Cities of Eu gland ; and -as books of reference we may also name
those extensive printed collections on varions suhJects, that are
commonly styled Corpuscs, sucb as, Tie English Pocis, and per-
haps BIOgraphi crl Dictionarics.

Illustrative of Goneral History a few series of the more
easily acquirable medals and coins would be fournd extremely
useful. The commencement of thîs particular collection might be
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