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THE Two BRAxNCES 0F THE PROFESSION.

ablest or most experienced member. The
theory and the fact aIse are, that in each firm.
are contajned aIl the elements for the due
adminstration otf any kind of legal business.
By these measures the ordinary requirements
of ail classes of suitors nias b le satisfied. But
it may, and often does occur, that a client of a
firm becomies involved in a suit domanding the
advocacy of the best man in the profession.
At the saine time the client is, of course,
anxious flot to desert the tirai with svhich ho
has been ail bis life connected. This contin-
gency is amply met. On this state of things
being comînunicsted te the firîn, the client
proceeds to retain the advocate required. The
advocate according to an invariable ruie of
courtesy, commumicatos with the firin, se that
ail parties consent to the arrangement. In
sucb case the advocate obtains his instructions
fromn the flrm, and argues the case, and there
his duty begins and ends. Ilis charges are
paid by the client who retaitis 1dm, and net
by or through the lirai.

Let us here, pause a moment, and see how
the change into such a system could ho accom-
plished in Englsnd. Suppose that for the
future every person desirous to practise as a
lawyer, is 'calied or admitted to the Bar.'
proper examirîstions, proper periods and
nietbods of study could hoe instituted, and the
societies of the Inus of Court could undergo
such a change as would very greatly enhauce
the value of their efforts as law universities.
No difficuity would be found in meeting the
exigencies of legal preparatiori both in the
mnetropolis and in tho provinces. While the
new school of practitioners was being forîued,
the present generation of lawyers could adapt
themselves reedily te the new order of things.
Once break dowu the artificiel barrier, and
firms would spring uip in every direction, con-
sistig, for exemple. of one counisel et the
conrumon iaw bar, another cousuel at the chan-
cory, and of a solicitor. Who doubts that
sucb an arrangement would be.at meet the
wants of the public? A man of business, or
of fortune, upon îvbom a sudden legs1 difficul-
ty bias come, does net, in the emergency of the
moment, cere to be told that a case will be
prepared, laid before counsel, and an opinion
obtsined at the end of a week. le goos to bis
physicien, and gets a prescription ee ieatanti,.
Wby cannot bis affairs ho tended witb equal
celerity ? Again, thore m ay ho a lino hotu con
the duties of an adv ocate and an attorney, but
it certainly is net a sharp eue; and it mnay
occur te some candid persolîs that it is the
system, net the nature cf things, that bas maen-
factured the lino. ''ie existence of tbe lino is
scarcely perceptible in Amneric:t or in our co-
lonies. llero wo biase sdjusted our Ions se
that it bias bacoine a golf ratier than a lino.
Again, the arguunent, if it is te ho se calied,
is put forward tiiet the bonour of the Bar is
nvaintained bv the citî, arringemelît. \Ve
nover hiave quiteulr 01tiereio.
B ut i t m ust in an i c e f two tlîi ngs, eitber

that a harrister wilI hoe demoralised by pur-
suing the great principle that goverus the uni-
verse of labour, naiuely, hy getting pay for
work doue, or that if a harrister could only
gel et the original client, hoe %ould plunder
the unfortunete victini. The first notion isý
centrary, not te ill experience, but te ail
human action wbetever, aîîd is bsed on the
menstreus fiction that a berristor is net paid
now. The second is mot by the suggestion
that the barrister is net miore llkeiy te abuse
bis trust than the selicitor. There is one
thing furtber, that lu soi-e few cases a barris-
ter is rotaiued in a rascally transaction, sud
the attorney sets as a voit betweeu the adve-
cale and the clienît, se that the Court is
addressed by au honorable nian, in valueble
uucensciejluess of vi bat is bebirid. If any
person thiuks that Ibis cons.titutes s proper
argument, hoe is et liberty te (le se, but we
contenît ourselves by saying tliet w e slîeuid
ho delighted Io de anything te con lond utteîly
sncb metiîeds cf action.

To proceed, hewever, with etîr coînparison.
lu America, laxvvers are liai)lo in actions for
nogligence. Iu Éuglsnd, berristers are net se,
liable, because, as tiiere is ne coiitract te pay
the barrister, there is ne consideration te sup-
port the contreet. Once sweep) away the
degma that a bai-piter shahl net recci or for
werk dune, and of course the corresjîonding
obligation te perfomni svork with a reasoiaîbe
degree cf slkill sud care arises,. lu refflits' the
Bar wonld sustain ne damage. Englisb bar-
ristors do negleet tlîeir duties, and arc, inist
rrely, ifover, incotiipeten t. TIies' wold hiave
nothing, te fear, w bile the client w cnid enjey
bis right, under protection of the lais, te have
that doue for which noîv lie pays jubt as inuch
as lie ever will psy in the Future.

It is ecarly impossible that, after an nmil-
garueticil cf the two branches bias beeii con-
summiated, the law cf cests cen stand for au
heur. WTe nover boeard any main, excopt a
law-accountant, say s good %vord for costs.
They are based on ne intelligable piciple:
they plunder the client lu s trumpery cas e,
aud lot him, off much tee easily in an imopor-
tant case. It is net iu human nature for- a
man who bas only 5001. at stake ini a cause or
other loge1 anatter te psy m-illingly a large bill,
bocause bils attorney bas been put te con-uid-
ereble trouble. On the othor bauid, a matter
involving msny thousands of pouiffds may lue
finislicd at a lea-er figure, te the nfiaîr detri-
mieut cf the atterney's peekot. Iu Auiierica
the systomn is simple eneiigh. The firiuî send
iu tlîeir bill, assossiuig the amun et te somoe
extent svith refèrence te flic trouble anue ex-
pense iiicnrred, but more srith refeience te the
value cf the propcrty recovered or deait w ith.
Iu the loi)g mn the iaw3 eîs are aniply remu-
nersted, and the clients are satistied. If a
dipuite srises iipon the ch arge's ofthoe bll , and<

1an actien is bren'ght by the imun-, thie piainti fis
cail the eviubeuce cf othi r lao vers te showv dt
the charges are eustcniaiy an.ud fair, pi cci ,eiy
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