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A RIEVENUE TiAlIUFF.

The opoing of Parliamient and the ap-
proaching publication of the tables of'
Trade and Navigation for the fiscal year
1877-S rendcer unneccssary the pursuit of
oui' investigations as to the wor'king ofthe
customs taiilY d'uring tie preceding year.
The principal articles of trade paying 17
per cent. duty have been the object of oui
dis.losures; the manufactured goods,
tLhough pe'haps fim'ishing hie most inter-
estinlg subject for analysis, have escaped
examination as owing to the quantity not
being stated in flie Blue Books, the seairch
for theii· true value was r'cndcrcd impossi.
ble. There is na doiibt that liscie-
pancies similai' ta tlose found in the arti-
cles hitherto investigated would have
been exhibited in nanufactured goods
aid in tlie articles paying 10 par cent.
duty, but old statenients are ta be left lui-
disturbed, wv'hen fresher data call foi
verification.

The sever depression in business, as
is usual ii national calamities, lias created
a desire for new ineasures calculated, it

is falt, ta briig about the se imiuchi iiished
for improvenient in commercial affairs.
The favor a protective tarif' obtains lias
no other cause. A change of tariff, how'-
ever, is alvays fraught w'ithl danger; it
dlisturbs w'hat exists for the questionable
benefit.of what is ta be created ; if the
interests of saine are proioted the inter-
ests of the greatest number may have ta
suile, and it becomîes a question wlethe,
a strict enforcement of the actual tarif'
would not hiave beenl conducive ta the
same end, w'hich the new Imeasures
brouglit, forward, have as an object ta
attain. Actuated by no other motive
than the desire of solving that question,
w'e entered into a thorougli investigation
of the w'oi'king of the taiif, and the cou-
clusion arrived it is that a strict applica-
tion of the tariff mighut have save the

'country the deficit in revenue sa openly
aclnow'ledged, but that, owing ta syste-
miatic undervaluation and lack of sufli-
dient knowledge of value in the appraisal
of imports, tle intentions of the fraiers
of the present tariff had been defeated,
and the protection afforded ta national
îndustry becone positively nugatory.
The articles published li this journal
under the title ofI " Curious Disclosuies,"
condensing the results of'our investigation,
have attracted much attention among
nerchants and others. It is ta be lioped
that our calculations and figures, vhich
have till now renained uncontested, îmay
be o saine service l the P'arliaientary
debates on the tarif' question.

Wlatever changes nay bo introduced
in the tarif'i the causes pointed out as
preventing the collection of the full
amounzt of' duties will be at work. 'Tie
tendency ta undervaluatian, prompted by
selfishi interest, ivill not be mnolified, nor
the want of suflicient, knowlelge of value
for the assessilent of duties be supplied.
Protection against losses ta the re'venue,
ar'ising fromt these two causes, inust also
be devised. Canada, as a colony, lias
unfortumately no repi'escitatives abroad,
no conisular service ta m-nislh reports as
ta the price of goods in fareigin markets,
ai' the changes taking place in thei' value;
eien the ordinu'y preventives again.st
fra'uds caniot bc aliplied, as Canadi, liav-
ing 110 i'ecognized ollicers in foreign colin-
tries, cannot require fron flie importer
certificd invoices svoin ta at the place of
puirchas by lie seller; and cases are
mieitioned in wh'lich a Ironie miale invoice
is substituted foi' the foreign document.

Agains t undiervaluatiaion, pre-emp tion
î'ight as it exist.s in coilnection witli the
custonis service in Europe lias been pro-
posed. Its introduction into the Unîited
States is being cIeliberated upon by Con.

gress; but even if piacticable in contiries
having large populations, we doubt its
efflciency in Canada where it migbt prove
rather detrimental ta the 'evenue. Goods
are entered at the value decla'ed by the
importer, the collector having the riglt ta
take possession for account ai' the Govern-
nient by paying ta the importer the le-
clared value and i5 per cent. besides as
profit, and the goods sa pre-empted are
sold by the Governiment l'ai tHie benefit of
the treasury. Were suîclh a lav enacted
here, the unsaleable products o our'
neiglibors would soon liill the Governient
w'arehouses to the great relief ai a iiijor'ity
of tle imîporters.

The appointien t of tvo geneia apîip'ai-
sers lias been brought forivard as a preven-
tive as against undervaluation ; but vhen
it is renenbered that out of 135 ports of
entry more than oile hundred custons
house oflices have receipts amountinlg ta
less than $10,000, and tliat it ispr'incipally
in these small offices that undervaluation
occuî's, and lack of knowledhge of values
exists, it is diflicult ta understand wlat
benetit couldbe derived froin lie influence
of the new oflicers.

We have alr'eady stated wliat renedy
we propose ta prevent tiese losses of rev-
enue. The establishment, at Ottawa, of a
bureau î'eceiving from abroad prices
current ai' mei'chandize in all the places
of export, availing itselfof all the infor-
iiation ta be found ii the consular, corres-
pondence of floreign countiries, folloving
in foreign neivspapeis thiei variation of
prices of' coiinoditics imported ai diealt
in, condensing all the daetails and informa-
tion gathered evei-ywliere into a circulai
directed ta every collector and containing
the price of every article at its place of
growth ai' production reduced into Cana-
(liaii w'eight anld noney, iiglit be the
imeans of'saving a large anoun t of revenue,
lost nowv througl ignorance of the actual
value of goods and throughi iPlianceiipon
invoices. Sources. of information are
inumerous. ln all continental cities, t.le
price lists of' sworin brokers is oflicial anld
easily obtaincd. liî tle United States,
the reports of Bîoards ofTi'ade, of prioduce

xexhanges, especially .lie Gover'ninent
publication of' commercial relation, the
nonthly report of the Bureau of statistics
and il iauiifacturel goods in the har
wvare trade for instance, the prica lists vit.h
the proportion o discoint allowed would

.siiow% day by day the fluctuations oi'the
Markets snd the exact value of the mer-
clianlize iipoi'ted. Impositions uipoi
oflicers as ta value could hardly be prac-
Lisecd, were they kzept informed by thie
Goverinment of the tru value of articles
inmported into their district. in case of


