92 A TREATISE ON LIGHT,

must be amazingly fine-gr subtile ; and further, that gll the
carthy transparent and bright substances, by their shining,
supply the atmosphere with light. '

If the exhalations of the opaque substances are amazingly

fine, as they are so thinly scattered in the atmosphere, what
must be the fineness of the mere shine of those bright sub-
stances that undoubtedly produce light in its genuin¢ state.

As all the coleurs in the atmosphezb are a production
from opaque ponderable substances, they must have a ten-
dency to-create darkness in the atmosphere, and as light is
the. mere shifie of bright shining substances, it is imponder-
able, and in quality or substance, it surpasses in fineness
anything we ean think of ; neverthelegs, when all the pro-
«uctions, both opaqué and transparent, are intermixed in
the atmosphere, they compose, what I denominate, common
light, and this common light, together with the atmosphere
itself, bears a white colour. ’

The colours seen in the atmosphere, are seven, including
green, which is a compound formed of yellow and blue;
these are the colours generally seen by the help of the prism.

As the white or common light which comprises the
whole of the colours I have mentioned, and can only be
seen by the naked eye in some particular position, and does
not make its appearance by the use of the prism, so I shall
omit mention®of it for the present, whilst discussing the
use of the prism.

Eye-light, or otherwise eye-sight, which is the produc-
tion or mere shine of the eye, and, an account of its
fineness, it is possessed of the power of passing some dis-
tance through the dark ether, composing common ]ight;
t.his distance may be about as far as our vision will range

on a clear d
the canopy
a distance,
these two
obliterate a
they by the
the whole,
this is the
any strong
substance.
All persc
have given
yellow, gre«
the knowle
shadows, w
that produ
shadow, - th
certainly w
and ended
gun with
shadow, a
by the darl
of each sh
of each sh:
having red
by leaving
had yellow
yellow 1s p
ghould hav
intermedia
to be unde



