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f.ommissif n, ron^isMns t>i" nn rqual ntimb''r cI

commi.isioner*, with nn umpire seln;ip I by some
friendly sorpn-l^n, to dfcldn on all pi)int< on winch
they di.sRgree; or hy a romrnisMon pniirely mm.
posed of skiit'iil mm in E.irope, so .^olf'-icd, m \e
attended in the survey and vii'w of the coin. try,

liy agent* uppoint-d hy t'ip piirij.'s. And fiirllH'r

sui<;?CNted diiit wh?re two iiiitural lioii'tdaries are
named, and ninninj? fiorn one to'.varil.s the other
on the prescribed course will not t'urh the other,

the rule i.s not lo c.Misidcr llie b. iiiid.irv ns one ini-

poxsible fo he traced, but to preserve die naliiiiti

boundary, and to u-ac.h it by llie iieartsi direct

course. Tlius, if alter more accural* .^urvtys
shall have been maili', it .<;honld le found that lii*

north course from the head of dm St. Croix should
not reach thtt higlilands, which an.swerthf I'escnp-
tion of those de.-sgnaled in the ir.Mtv of 1783, then
a direct line from the head of tht- St. Croix, what-
ever may be ilsdircctirm, to such hifthlandu ou'jht
to be adopted, and the line will still be conforma-
ble to the treaty; and Mr. Livin;.'ion inform* Sir
Charles R, Vauuhan, tnal the anticipations of nn
arrangement by which ihe Government of the Uni-
ted States mi.^ht be enabled to treat (or a niore
convenient boundary have not been realized, and
in the presmt state of thingn, \h<!\' must treat on
ihe basis of the establishment of t!u bounilarif pre-
sented by the treaty.

On llih of May, IS^.I, Sir Cliaile.-i U. VaHshuii
replies that be is convinced (/»uri7 is /lo/it/ess to ex-
pect a favorable result from a renewed negotia-
tion upon tknl baslv, lint with icfiiird lo the propo-
salof a coiriiiii,s.sio!i oi' boundary, it would be with
great reluctance! thai tiie British Govcrniripni could
consent to h tve recourse tn such a iivasme; tind

that he dofs not siifli«ii'iiilv comprehend Ihe other
view which Mr. L. his partially developed, and
.sugjfests th;it in deviating (Von the direct north
line might K^ad to mountains lo the eastutuji/of i<,

which would trench upo'i his Majos'y's tcrriturics

ofNew llninswicK-, nwl hmtes Mr. L- to off.r smne
more prompt and etfeetual mfiMuie for the settle-

ment of the lioun.laiy, than the rrnewal of a n';ro-

tlation on an innilriiiyMe busts, or having recouise
again to commissions of boundarv, &c.
On the 23ih Mav, IS.'O, Mr. Livingston informs

Sir Charles II. Vaughan that the American Go-
veinment make no pretensions /ur/Ztcr east than a
line directly north from the source of the river St.

Croix; but if, on a moie accurate survey, it should
be found that the norih line mentioned in the
treaty should pass each of the highlands therein

described, and that they should be found at some
point further west, then ihe principle would apply,
viz: that the direcrion of the line to crmnecl the
two natural bmindaries must be altered, so as to

suit their a.';c?riained position; and to simplify tli'!

opei^iion, ibf. President is willing that Ihe com-
mi.ssioners should be restricted to ilie siiiele que?-
tif.n of (laterniininf? the point deuiKnated by the
lieaty as the hislilauds whicli d'vide the waters, to

which point a straight line shall be drawn from the
monument, «ic.

On the 31st May, 1833, Sir Charles R. Vauphan
replies, th.it it appears to him that the question of
boundary can only be set a' '"st by an abmdonment
of the dsfective description oj . .undary contained in

the trtaiy, and the tw i Oovfrnmems mutually

aufceiiic open a fnnrcntionut tint uutre rcnrtmrnf to

both p$rlita; that the |ir<>pii>iii(Mi ni .Mi. Livinu-
st«m I so rfftiict'd tn the terms aflh- Iralti, thai 'he

')rt."iij of it i> the fcame as that which b-- lia* been iii-

Urncted hy lih Unvrrnmmt I" inform the (i"virn-

nii'ntofilie Inili'd Slates that it was Impiiits In ne-

ffnlialf upon. While tli» poini of dcpailaie ot the

line to be iraccd accoiding to the proiiosiiion of

.Mr. Livingston is cit-ntiv established, Ihi point at

v^hicU it is t> lenninale is led in douiil, and lo U'

decided by the special commission, etc. He wiNlm.^

to be inforiiifil what liinitttlions ii ir. inlendt'd lo put

upon the course to be lnllowe.l by the comiiiissinii;

whctlier iheaitention of the ci'mtiii*<i(iii''r i" lo be

directed ti) any parliculur spot, or wliedier ihev are

to be left at liberty to slop at the yiot liif^hlaiMls

answcrin;? the require I description, ami iil'>crves

that the impression left upon his mind, afirr a con-

versation with Mr. LivinisicM.andthc production of

a map upon a small scale, is, that the hit:htundi to

4(f sought in the manner he proposed, w.ruld priilia.

biy be f»iund north of thf St. .hhns, but veslirur.l

some miles of Ihe river St, Fiaiuis, and that h*

would be happy to receive from Mr. McLane
.some further explanation of the intended c'uir.e to

be pointed out to the special commissioners.

On the 5th .Tune, 1S33, Mr. McLuie trplir-* that

it is not expecled thai any Uinilntinns will be put

upon Ihe co'irse to be imrsued bv the .xpeciid cmii-

missioners, but such as an" ri'ijuifd by a laithlnl

adherence to the description of the boundary in the

treaty of 17B3, and proposes to make another ciFort

to oveicorae the difficulty, and dis-antinj? the due

north line, should that bee une nccts^arv; l" ^c•^ic

for and find, in the fiist place, the " lii^hlaiid<

which dividtf those rivers that empty tbi'in-elves

into Ihe river St. Lawrence, tVom those wliich fall

into the Atlantic Ocean;" and when the e shall be

found in any part of the disputed territory, north or

south of ihe St. .lohns river, to draw a line from

the monument to the saiil highlands, and lo that

point thereof which shall be nearest lo a due norih

line from the inonuiuent.

On the 10th Fcbruarv, 1834, Sir Charles R,

Vansthan replie«, that no sati.sficiory or nsf-ful re-

sult could be obblined from the local survey pro-

posed by the American Government, until 'Uv two
parties are ajjrced upon crtnin points urged ' '.Im,

and says nodj'ubt can exist that hy Roinsf/iirfi. igh

to the leestward, such hi^hlantls as Ihos" requireu by
Ihe treaty coiild be found, because it is icell known
that ihe hi^h ground in llie neighborhood of the

source of the St. ,/u/trw divides the Kennebec, which

falls into Ihe Ailaiiiic Ocean, from the. Chaudiere,

which faMs into the St. Lawrence; and upon a lull

view of Ihe matter, his Maji-sty's Government ihinlc

that, in the ftvH place, and previously lo any further

negotiation, they are entitled to claim from the Go-
vernment of Ihe United Stales an acquiescence in

the decisions prontninced bv the nrbil'T upon all

tho.se points which lie has decided; and in the next

place, that as a preliminary to any attempt lo set-

lie the remaining point by negotiation, ihey ought

to be satisfied thai the Government with which they

have lo treat is possessed of the poioers ni-ce-ssary for

carrying into effeit any arrangement upon which the

two parties mi>;.ht agree.


