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INTRODUCTION.

In accordance with patent custom we have christened our

book ; but the title by whicli it is hereafter to be distinguished

from other pubhcations on the same subject, is, we are bound

to confess, something of a misnomer. Tliis is not, strictly

speaking, the " Album of the Table Rock,"—it is a melange

made up of excerpts from a library of Albums. The ab-

sence of arrangement and classification of the articles is the

result of accident, not of carelessness or design. The ma-

terials are selected at random, and the grouping, grotesque

as it may be, is in perfecl keeping with any one or all of the

books from which the gleanings are made. If seriousness

and solemnity are placed in ludicrous juxta-position with levity

and lightness— that is the doing of the authors of ii books

themselves, and not of the editor of this compilation from

these books. Our right to print nonsense is not a jot rnoi'e

questionable than ihat of the visitors to the Falls to write it

in these public books ; but having the fear of the judgment

of an "intelligent public" before our eyes, we have purposely

abstained fn ni making any more licentious use of our un-

dnuhtrd })rivil('g(! than is necessary for preserving to our book

the character of an A/fnini,


