
<6rvws ; €hirlet Renaud dit Bltnohard, yeoman, fit. Jean Baptiat* ; Patriek
Drumgoold, tanner, Montreal ; John Dal/, gentleman, Montreal ; John Drew,
grocer, Montreal.

,,

The SoLiciTon General opened the eaie, and addreiaed tho Jury, in
French and Engliah. nearly to the rollowing effect, in substance :

—

The attention of the Jurors had hitherto, he said, been directed to the con.
eideration of minor infractions of tiie law. The case about to be submitted
to them, was one of a most solemn nature. The prisoners at the b(ir stood

before them accused of a crime of the deepest die—of the murder of the
late Louis Marcouz, the circumstances of which it became his painful duty
to detail.

It was, no doubt, known to them, that Sorol was a Borough that sent but
one Member to the Provincinl Parliament. The usual period for renewing
the Representation of the Province having arrived, an election took placo

there, in the latter part of October last. Two candidates had oflTored them,
selves, Mr. Pickel from Montreal, and Mr. Jones from Quebec. This elec
tion partojk of tho character of former elections at the same place ; it waa
warmly, nay, violently contested. Though the number of voters was necei>

«arily small, it was spun out for several days.

Tiio Jury was, of courne, sufliciently acquainted with the natnre of con.
tested elections, to know tho results which liiey inevitably produced. AH the
bad passions of the human breast were roused into action. Friendships were
hastily formed, and were as speedily dissolved, because formed by the selfish

interest of tho moment. But enmities wore engendered which led to th*
greateat excesses, and left a deep rooted hatred never to be eradicated. Aa
the voters grew scarce, animosities and collision increased, and ezpedienta of
•very description were resorted to by the conflicting parties.

With respect to the election in question, it appeared that, in the last stasre

of it, one Dumas was desirous of voting for Mr. Jones, but was not sutH.

ciently qualified, inasmuch os a certain house, of which he was the proprietor,

had been left in an unfinished state, and wanted a chimney to give it tho
character of a dwelling.huuse. It happened to be the erroneous opinion of
Mr. Jones' party, that by supplying this defect, Dumas would be sufficiently

qualified to vote, and accordingly, at rather a late hour on the fifth of
November last, it was resolved that they should set about building a chimney,
and a eontraet was forthwith entered into for building one during the night.

The preparations for building the chim.iey in question, drew several of
Mr. Jones' friends to Dumas* house during the evening. It oAen happened
through life, that events of the utmost importance could be traced to trifling

and accidental cnusps. Thus it was with respect to the melancholy event
which gave rise to the present prosecution. To that erroneous opinion res*

pecting the chimney mi^ht ba ascribed, as to its remote r j>i°tc<, the fatal catas.

trophe which ensued. He was aware that there were a gr(n.t many eircum.
stances connected with that melancholy event ; but as his ki.owledgo of these
circumstances was not, he presumed, very correct, and as that knowledge,
euch as it was, was not derived from the witnesses whom he should call, he
would confine himself to the few facts, and few they wore indeed, which it

wonlJ bo his duty to prove, in support of the prosecution.

Immediately opposite to Dumas' property, was the house of a woman
known by the appellation of the Widow Paul, Madame veute Paul, at which
a certain number of individuals, amongst whom were several witnesses for

the Crown, had assembled on the evening of the same day (5th of November),
for the pnrpose, as stated by them, of amusing themselves. About nine

o'clock that evening, the deceased Marcoax arrived at Madame Paul's, in a
oaleche, driven by Andre Lavallde. He had not been long in the house, when
the company broke up, and Marcoux left the house with them. Upon reaeb.

ing the street, they heard a shot fired in the direction of Dumaa' bouae. It

had been fired in the air. The deeeaaed immediately ran to the spot whero
the flaab of the gun had been seen. On eoming up to it,' he found the prt<


