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papers in the library, which could throw light upon the

I-Iiiloiy of America, fliould be tranfmittcd to me. The

letter from Cortes is not in the Imperial Library, but an

authentic copy, attefted by a notary, of that written by

the ma^irtrates of the colony planted by him at Vera

Cruz, which I have mentioned. Vol. ii. p. 32, having

been found ; it was tranfcribed and fent to me. This,

no Icfs curious, and as little known as the letter which

was die object of my inquiries, did not come to mv
hand till that part of the hidory to wliich it relates was

printed ; but [ have given fome account of xjhin is moll

wortliy of notice in it, at ilic end of Notes and llluUra-

tions, vol. ii. Togeilicr with it, I received a copy of a

letter from Cortes, containing a long account of liis ex-

pedition to Honduras, w^ith refpecTt to which, I did not

think it neccirary to enter into :iny particular dctiiil;

and likewife thofe cutious Mexican paintings, v/hich I

have dcfcribed vol. ii. p. 2S4, 6;c.

XI

Mv inquiries at St. Petcrihurgh w^cre carried on^v/itli

equal facility and fuccefs. In examining i.Ko liic

nearcll communication between our continent and that

of America, it became of confeciuence to ol'tain autli n-

tic iniciination concerningthedifcovcriesof theRuilians,

i,i their navigation from Kamchatka towards the coaft
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