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and Commons ? A warrant truly that commiflions

three or four common MefTengers to take up the

Authors, Printers and Publifliers of the Libel, and

bring them together with their papers before a

Secretary of State ! Could this be Law, which

but to ftate in a country, not governed by will

or pleafure, is to refute ; three or four of thefe

Greyhounds, or ordinary Mefiengers, having no-

body named in fuch warrant, miglu by virtue

thereof have taken up ever fo many pcrfons in

the kingdom, becaufe, forfooth, they fufpeded

them to have a hand in the publication ! without

any information upon oath, or fliadow of pofi-

tive proof J
and have then hurried them away

diredly to the Iffuer of the Warrant, who might
thereupon have committed them all to the clofefl

confinement, out of poffibility of accefs to any

one friend whatever.

Even if fomebody had been named in the war-

rant, muft there not be an Information upon oath,

of his being Author, Printer or Publiflier ?

And if fomebodv were named and alleo-ed to
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be charged upon oath with being Author, Printer,

or PubliHicr of a Libel ; could his Papers be

feizeci ? Since the time of Algernon Sidney, and
the reign of tlie lafl Stuart, every man that has

thefnintefl notions of Law or Lihcrtv, muff know
the pofition Scribcrc eft ogtrc has bt^cn condemn d,

and that the mere wilting and leaving in one's

own lludy, any difcourJe whatever, is not crimi-

nal, it being no adl which the Law takes notice

of; for, any man is at liberty to think, and to

put what thoughts he pleafes upon paper, provided

he does not publifh them. In the cafe, therefore,

of a Libel, this inquilitorial power of ranfacking

papers
f -r

l?t


