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0. P. R.» that he woald not b« InterferMi

with in Miy way and tiMt the poliqy d the

paper would not be ohimged; farther, that

he would remain in control of tiie wme as

before, the only etipolation being that he

was not to mn down the coontry.

Matten went on smoothly for some time,

and so far as can be learned there.

was no effbrt at interfering, except ut

the tidie of the last general elections, when
it is said Mr. Van Home desired to have

the Dominion candidates warmly supported

by what people generally recognized as the

C.P.B. organ. This Mr. Luxton is said to

have declined to do, as it would be an
endorsation of the National PoUoy, some-
thing in which he did not believe and did
not consider in the best interests trf the
oenntry, especially the Northwest. How-
ever, the Free Press did not support the
Opposition candidates, showing that the
hiad«i hand had some influence, which, co\i-

pled with Mr. Luxton's dislike of the
Local Oovemment accounted for the policy
of the paper during that exciting period.

FURTHBB D|tVKLOPHBNT8.

So far as Tbb Tbibukk reporter learned
there was no specific instruction or effort

to interfere with the policy of the paper
until recently. The Sir Donald A. Smith
option expired on the 6th of Sept. last. Mr*
Luxton is said to have had almost com-
pleted arrangements, but failed for the time
bein^^, owing to the general financial de-
pretoion. He asked for an extension, if

tmlj for a few months, which he was led to
believe would be grantiBd.

Without any intimation a meeting of
the directors was called on FridM^ and
the by-law appointing Mr. Luxton
and defining his duties was can-
celled and a resolution passed declaring the
position of managing director, held by Mr.
Luxton, vacant. It is said that at this
meeting there were present Messrs. John
Mather, G. A. Muttleberry and J. B. Som-
erset.

IKTEREST m THS DSAI.. '

On Friday evenir.a a rumor became cur-
'

resAwm the streets tnat a change had taken
plaoe in tiie Free Press by which Mr. W. F.
Luxton had severed his . connection with
that paper. The rumor spread like wild-
fire andfattracted the most iutense interests
in all circles. The knowing ones winked at
one another about two weeks ago when Mr.
Mo^nenx St. Jqhu. the well known eastern
newspaper man, registered at the ManitolM
and gave very general answers to th.^ ones-
tions of interviewers. His vMt was to look
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mtomattwiiath#WMtfai tUloteM-e «ftheO.P,\ Ottiwi tiKiB^tSSnyjim was qolte tanw *•» Mr. Si .Toltt hi4
other strings to hii bow; Vridfty 9fm»tt a

^dj twopromtootfliiiniWonill JPreeAw Maff aiMl a wdl kaowii mmattail, Mr.Hugh Satharlaad, hava been a^Cw
earaestoonver^ationaBdatafoint oiitildle
of the offloes of the MMT. ]^i ibtatn other
souroes oame more deibiite ioionRMlMi. and
all pointed to th« fact that a racUdal «>hann
had oome over the iVes Press, and that Mr.
Luxton's connection had bam severed.
Prominent membors of the iVee /V««8 com-
pany dropped carious hints to their friends,
which in the present state of affiklra meant a
great deal.

On Satnrday Messrs. Mather, tiomemet
Mid St. John were observed in ooaversatimi
in a comer of the rotunda of the Manitoba.
and the threshing about and (Mpening and
folding of a copy of the Fret Pnts left no
doubt as to what was the object of their
talk. Whatever may have been the tend of
their t \lk they appeared to be well satisfied
with the world in general, and it looked as
if things were moxdng not altogether out of
harmony with their wishes. As they separ-
ated MTr, Mather was approached Iw a
TniBOKB reporter, and after a few words
about his trip to the west, he wu
asked if Mr. Luxton's successor
had been appointed. Mr. Maiherdidaot
appear to be at all soiprised at the ques(^<»,
but he answered that he wat ncit jast in a
position to qteak on the matter. < 'In faot,"
said Mr. Mather, "things are not in a posi-
tion for me tc say anything, and if the mat-
ter is iMw on the street Mr. Luxton most
have told it. I cannot tell what he or hie
friends may have Mdd, and of course I oan-
not answer for them."

"Well, is it trae that Mr. Luxton has
severed his oonneotion with tto paper ?"

"It is trne and it is not true.
Jhn'ffct, It

is impossible for me to say anything about
it. There will be a meeting this afternoon
when the matter will be settled, and until
that time I really cannot say anythins.
That is the state of affairs at prwient."

VB. ST. .TOHN TOU KDROB.
Noboby knows who will be editor, but

everybody raggests Mr. St. John. The
journaUst(of numy exciting campaigns
smiled in a knowing way whan qnetitioned
by a TBiBtms reporter. He fenced himself
ably, however, and when the qaesti<ni as to
his knowledge came out pdint hiMpk, he
sdd "I euiaet iuby that I dmi'i Iramip sone-
thhug of who will be editor, but what I
know I am not in a position to make pub-
lie"
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