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KiiccosHfiil party are said to l»c iinAor the «livcction of one Riel, a Canadian (half-breed,
we buppoHe) of couHi«leruble education and iutellinenee. Tliey liavc issued a \)i'oilania-

tion declaring"; themselves the only lawful jiovovunient of " liupevt's hand," (so termed
in the e<)mi>any'» early days of loyalty to Charles the Second;) but olVerinfi; to treat
with Canada—on terms, however, we are told, (but here aj^ain we have no authority
on whidj A.e can rely,) which it would be, impossible for Canada to acceid< .Hut "inde
pendeuce" apparently looms in the distance. And the maintenance of indi'i>endencc

by a few thou.sand half-breeds close to the fiontiei- of a State lajtidly tillin<; up with
an Ameviean populatiiui is not a very probable event, if it were a desirable one.

It is really necessary t<» look this disa^reealvle ]>usines8 in the face, and not to )>«' sat-

isfied Avith the i<lle f>eneriilities which are usually vented iti such cases, about the
strenji th of the liritish Colonial Knii)ire and the duties of En<;land in respect of it. The
Hudson's Bay Company held this territory under the Crown. They sold it—both the
Jiowers of ji'overnment and the land—to Canada. The home j>(tvevnment sii])ciintend(Kl

the transaction. It is now said that Canada r<'f»ises to ])ay the purchiisc-money, on
the {i;round that h«'r vendor has failed t«> ;;ive her quiet possession. Who is to put her
into possesshui, assuminj;- further nep>tiatiou unsuccessful, and how '

Sup)>osinf>' th(> u.se of force to be luiavoidable, there can be little doubt that a very
inconsiderable armed force from Camida would suftice to do what is necessary. They
would liiul a (livide<l population, oiuvhalf, or nearly so, ready tojoin them. The country
is entirely o)»euandacces.sible wlieu once the frontier of the inhal>ited district is reached.
There are no mountains oi' imi)ortant forests, no fastnesses, natural or artilicial. The
only course whit'h would .seem op»Mi to the revolte<l woidd lie to betake themselves
to the uei<>hborin^ wilderness, and cairy on a }>,iu'iilla warfare w t lie help of the
Indian tribes of the neijililtorhood. Hut then the Indians are saiu lo (h-tcst the half-

castes, and to be far l>etter incline«l to aid in extevminatinjj, them than to take part
with them.
The Ked River settlement is, a.s we have siiid, ea.sily accessible over a i)lain country,

either in mid-winter or in summer, from the peo))led part of Minnesoia ; still its fnm-
tier lies four hundred miles from St. Taul, (close to the falls of the Mississiii})!,) thtj

nearest Anu-rican pitst of consequence. It is less than that distance from Lake Su-
perior, in Cainida ; but then the space between is a n'fiiou of marsh and scr)ib, roadless,

tenanlless, and almost imis'Ui'trable. How, then, is a Canadian forcii to reai'h it J

With American i»ermisslon to march tfiroujih American soil, easily enouj;h. Ihit how
without iff Only in om^ way that we can conjecture. Winter in those regions last(+

till April or May. While the marshes are hard i'rozeu it is coiicei\a)ile that an armed
party of hanly Canadian \olunt<'ers or militia, with or without such aid as the British

eontinjient coiU<l furnish, mi<;ht effect the nuirch from l.ake Sui)erior over Cauadiaii
Boil in sutheient force to overpower resistance. They could not biinj;' artillery with
them, but they would have none t.' enetMiutcr. But we nuist own that we hardly ex-
pect any such decisive resolution from the fj;overnment of Canaila. And if it is not
taken and acted on betbre the sprinj;. the op]iortunity is over. And then, if no acc(mi-

nu)dation has been arrived at, everythiiii"' depends—however it may suit our pviih; t(»

acknowled^ic it—on the attitude to Im- taken by the Anwriean }j;o\ eiiiment.

It were vain to si>eculate on such a coiitiu,iien«y. W(^ tan only form a conjectnrnl
judgment from what we know of the habitu.il policy of that jiovernment and »ff the
sentiments of that <;overinnent and ])eo]ile tow arils ourselves. One thin;; has striuk.

us of late as remarkable; and that is the moderation and calmness of the Anwricau
press, usually so nnich atldieted to the um- of ay,';;ressive lau<;ua,n<' on international
matters, on the jiciu'ial suliject of Canadian politics. It seems as if our cousins werer

really satistied of what they eonnutnily assert, that they are only bidiny; their lime, and
that the Dor .;nioi\ is all but. ripe for peaceful annexation to their huge pos.s4'ssLons.

{From till' I'lill Mall Oazutte, (London.) Dwpinbcr 14, IH\\\.]

Till'. <>ll 1 KlI-TV AT rili; lii;l> JtlVI'.K.

. We wonder how iminy members of the Briiisji piil die, interested in ordinaiy political in-

telligence, have alt'iiiieilany deliniteideasof fliecircmnstances, or tlie scene, ofllial sin-

gular little insurrection against the authority of her Majesty wliveh is. or was ii few
we«'ks ago. in vigor on the \ird Uiver seltleineut. 'I'his most sei|iiestcred ol" all civil-

ized spots lies as near as jtossilde in the geographical i-enter of the North American
continent. It is u mere oasis in .i desert—an oasis iit a Sahara of " liiikes, rivers,

swam|>s, treeless prairies, barren hills ami hollows"—the \er.\ fag-end of the world,

as old Lahoiiton ilescribed the counliA north of Lake Superior, wliirh forms part of it.

'J'his oasis lies t wo thimsaiiil miles west of Mont real, (he chief cily <»f ( ';iiia.ila. to wliicli

it is now sought to annex the seltlemeiil. live or six hundred tinm the maiest isdnt
of Hudson's Bay, its only outlet by sea, and one thousjmd east "f the Bocky .Moumains.
Ihit to the south it aitiuoaches within lifly miles of the boundary line of the I'nited

States ; and u population is now spreading rapidly over the fertile Icvids td" the State


