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river; anothor at Lake George; a tliird at or about where Wood
creek and South Buy mix their waters; another in the Onondaga

country where tlie f^cneral councils of the Six Nations were held;

and still another some eighty miles to the west of Oswego. They
were not, however, to be ecjiial in extent, nor of tlie same magni-

tude. On the contrary, he exprcssily mentions that some, as Fort

Onondaga, need not be very strong, as a picketed one with a num-

ber of block-liouses would be sufKcieiit, The recommendations of

the governor were adopted. So soon, therefore, as aat'"'.fity

arrived for their erection they were begun. As General SI irley

at this time was in command of the north and western frontier, iie

imd^rtook the construction of the more needed cues, leaving the

less important to be built after the com})lelion of those demanded
for strategic pnrjjos^^-s. To his honor and magnanimity be it said,

not one was located arbitrarily. On the other hand, he not only

sought the permission of the Indians, but solicited also their active

co-operation. Notably was this true of the Fort built at Oneida.

Ere, however, the plans of the government could be carried out,

Shirley was superseded by the Earl of Loudon ; it was, therefore,

under his administration that this particular Fort was built, and

from whom also it I'cceived, so to say, its cliarge. Before the

Indians yielded their assent to the multiplication of defenses

among them, inasmuch as they were desired for the present emerg-

ency, and their erection somewhat interfered with their fishing and

hunting places, and they who garrisoned them too frequently

abused their privilege, it was expressly stipulated that all minor

pests should be destroyed, so soon as the war ended.

The size and shape of Fort Schuyler I have yet to learn, as well

as the s])ecial character of its construction. As Fort Stanwix at

Home was erected the year j)revious, and at an expense of nearly

three hundred thousaiul dollars, and upon the most true and

approved scientific principles of military engineering, it is not

probable that the Fort on whose site we are now met was either

as costly or extensive. Rather, since the completion of Fort

Stanwix gave abundant accommodations for a large garrison, and

afforded comi)lete shelter for sup])!!! s and fugitives, it is more than

probable that it was a simple block-house, with openings for can-

non and musket, and i)alisaded so as to furnish proper protection

to all needing it for safety or aggressive warfare. I thus (^peak,

for such was the character of the Forts to the east which occupied

similar subordinate positions. In Barber's collection of New York,

we are told that the "first building erected within the limits of


