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Hero hIu' f foppi^il suiMoiily and bluslunl sliirlitly, us if hIio had been

bolrayoil into tlio mention of a name forbidden at the CliiUeau. The
Doctor, evidently (ib.-ervlnj; her confusion, olian;^od tlio tojiic, and took

nie into tlie j^'iird'en to wliow nio some rare autumnal llowers which lie was

himself cuUivatini,'.

I did not HCe the .S'l;/-/'"'"'', the rest of that day, as he was oblij,'cd to

drive away at noon to a distant part of the o-*tate where some oxtensivo

improvcnientM Wfre iroin'.' o-i. Nor ha<l his dannhter any oiijiorfiinity to

speak to him, for Home of her fi'male friends arrived in the course of the

niornintj. I was left at my own desire in the lib.ary, where I found

Homo jiapci^, from whir'i I wi>hed to make extracts. In the cvenin;^,

after dinner, we were a!! as-icniMi'il in the lar;,'e dressinu; room—and ihen

M. de (Iiu'K hoville Icninod, for tl.e first time, the story of the mysterious

noises in the cast eorridi.r. Wlicn I came to mention the music, he

looked exceedingly perplexed iind then f^ave a quick exclamation of sur-

prise, as if ho h.ui remcnibercd some eircumstancc lonj; forgotten.

''What iiistrunuiit do you suppose it was ? " he en(|uircd.

" That 1 cannot lei!," I replied ;
" the music was very low indeed,

quite nuiftled and indistinct, as if it proceudcd from a distance."

" Your story," said M. do (Juerchcville, "recalls to my mind Ronic-

lliini; 1 had forgotten. If you will wait ii few moments we may unravel

this mystery.''

Thereupon he went out and returned shortly, asking us to follow hiui.

The houso-kcepcr ami a servant prcceeded us with lights to the ';orridor,

where iiiy bed-room was .-ituated, and liiially entered a large chamber at

the end. The room was filled with <ild furniture which had been in-

jured—in fact it was a himbor room. The house-keeper laid the lights on
an old Cabinet whieli stood against the wall ; it wa.s evidently tho worse

for wear, most of the bronze ornaments with which it was covered being

broken, and tiic only part that ajipearcd perfect w;is one of the l.ouis

Auatorze legs.

^ The SeiijHCii)- pressed a spring concealed under a bunch of grapes, and
a large compartment Hew open, and showed us a Knight on hor.so-bHck, fully

C(|uipped for the battle or tournament. Suddenly the sound of music
was heard and the knight rode forward on a mimic stage, and then
stood motionless, with spear at rest. Three airs were played—the first

stirring and the last plaintive—and then the Knight turned and vanished
bchinil. The mechanism was perfect, and the music cfl'ectually concealed

the noise of the creaking of the secret springs.

"This old Cabinet," said M. de Gucrcheville, "was brought from
France by my grandfather, and was the work of a clever Parisian artisan.

If you will look closely at it, you will see that it was to represent a tour-

nament, but it got broken and the other Knight is missing. I had en-
tirely forgotten the toy, until you alluded to the music, wiiicli, of course,

proceeds from a little box in the interior. Years ago it was consigned by
my father to the lumber room, until it could be repaired, but it was for-

gotten, and has ever since remained among other odds and ends."
" You mu.st get it repaired, papa," said M'dllc do Gucrcheville ;

" it

is a pity to have so pretty a toy hidden away."
"Yes; I must try and think of it; but. if my memory serves me


