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THE SENATE.

Ottawa, 'Wednesday, May 22, 1901.

The SPEAKER toolt the Chair at Three

o'cloclr.

Prayers and routine proceeding-s.

DISALLOWÂNCE 0F QIIEBEC LEGIS-
LÂTION.

INQIJIRY.

Hon. '-%r. LANDRY rose to Inquire
1. Wbether ln the petItion for disallowance

presented by Monsieur G. A. Nantel, the atten-
tion of the government la general, or that of the
Minister of Justice la particular, has been drawn
ta an Act passed at the last session of the legîs-
lature of Quebec, wbich readc as follows «

(Translation.)
An Act to amend the law respecting Contro-

verted Elections.
' Hîs Majesty, by and witb the advlce and

consent of the legisiature of Quebec, enacts as
fallows :

' 1. The Act 52 Victoria, chapter 11, la re-
pealed.

'2. h floing article ls added at ter article
576 of the Revised Statutes

« 576a. The hearing on the merits of every elec-
tion petitian uow pendiug, or wbich rsy biera-
after ha pending, must have been coiumenced
wlthin the three manthe wblch, have followed
the publication, lu vîrtue of article 213 of the
Quebec Election Act, 1895, ln the Quebec Officia!
Gazette, of the notice by the Clerk of the Crown
lu Chancery o! the eleetion of the member.
otberwise the petîtion shall be absolutely ax-
tingulsbed, lapsed, nuil sud of n effect.

3. Section 14 of the Act 59 Victoria, chapter
10 Is repealed.

4. Article 321 o! the Electoral Act of Quebec
Is aniended by substitutlug, lu the second lUne,
the word ' tbree ' after the word 'six.'

' . The repeal affected by aection 3 o! this
Act aud the ameudmant affected by section 4
chall apply to the electians which took place on
7th December. 1900, whlch are eoutested before
the courts, sud no mamber of the lagielative
assembly who bas voted and st lu that assem-
bly contrary to the provisions of the sald sec-
tion 14 shall incur auy penalty for baving se
sat or voted. or fcr haviug ornltted ta take the
oath lu virtue of that Act, sa repealed by section
3 being declared null aud witbaut effect.

' 6. Tbis Ac, shall corne Inta force on tbe day
of its sanction.'

2. Is the gaverunent aware that the resuli
of sucb legielation le ta deprive the elector ai
bis right ta ob tain justice from the courts el
hic country upon el22tian petitions regularl3
made before sncb courts?

3Does the goverumant know tbat by thi!
came leglelation the penal actions arisiug fron
the infringement af the electoral laws are de
clared lapsed sud that the guilty parties ani
thus immorally relieved !rom the penalties whicl
they have lncurred?

4. Daes tbe gaverumeut know tbat lu arde:
ta arrive at tbis result the Act in questial
restricts. as respects electicu petitions, tb
delays farmerly grauted by the law, and euh
stitutes for tbem other delays, 'but delsys wbicl

bave already lapsed, whiist it abragates at
the camne time tbe rlgbt ta prosecute for the
payment o! penalties iucurrad?

5. Daes tbe goverament, mareover, know that
a special sud retroactive provision bas been
iuserted lu tha Act iu question, briuglng under
its immediate operation ail pending electaral
actions, tbus daprivlng tbe petitionere iu thesa
actions. regularly brought before tbe courts, ot
the right ta obtain the simplest justice, sud
robblug them wltbout mercy of ail the caste
Iegltimately incurred by tbem lu tbe exercice
sud the vIndication of their rights?

6. Daes the goverament know tbat the Lieu-
tenant Governor o! the province of Quebec de-
llberately sud without besitation, apparently at
lest, gave tbe royal accent ta tbis measura
fer wbich is Prime Minister did nat even dare
ta vote sud agaluet wblcb bis Attorney General
registered bis vote?

7. le it the intention o! tbe goverumeut, ln
case It should be convînced that sucb legis-
latian le Injurious ta personal interecte, makes
s litter o! scqired rigbtc, kuocks the comman
Isw on the bead, sud outrages public morallty,
ta dlsallow this Act, or doec it lntend, by Its
non-intervention, ta coutribute ta the mainten-
ance o! this predatary legisiation?

8. If tbe gaverameut cames ta the decision
ta disallow tbis Act, does it intend ta do so
lu opportune tima, la order ta revive, befare
the expiration of tbe delays granted by tbe law
wbich bas been- rapealed, tbe rights a! patition-
ers in actions entered befare the election courts «.

Hon. Mr. MILLS-My bion. friend bas

asked me wbether 1 know, or 'whether the
governmefit kaows, a great rny thingg
wbicb be mentions la this inquîry. I do not
know them. I bave flot read the petition.
1 understand that it came inta rny offiCe yeS-
terday, and 1 have bad no opportunity of
looking at It. But 1 bave been lnforrned-
my bion. friend knows whetber It is Sa or
not-that this measure of wblch hie coin-
plains, and upon wbicb I bave forrned ilo
opinion up to the present time, le one that
received the support bath o! the opposition
and a majority of members on the gavera.
meut side of the House. I understaud there
was a perfect concurrence of opinion, and
If that was so, it le flot difficult ta under-
stand the reason. I amn not ia a position to
answer rny lion. friend on a matter that I
have not considered, and have had no op-

rportunity of conslderiug, and It would be

ail unusual proceeding for mie to express an
opinion upon a measure, aven if 1 had care-
fully examined it, before 1 had advised the
Governor iu Council upon the subject. That

> b ave flot doue, and bave had no opportu-
u ity of doiug Up ta the present marnent.

r
Hou. Mr. DeBOUCHERVILLE-Do I un-

Sderstand the bon. M1inister ol Justice ta say

h that this Bill received the unanimous ap-


