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the last seven or eight years. The aggre-
gate trade bas more than doubled in the
last seven or eigbt years. Wbat otber coun-
try in the world cnn present a statemett
of that kind ? Tbe experts bave doubled.
The imports have mun up from $118,000,-
000 to $259,000,000. The duty pald bas in-

creased from $20,000,000 to $40,000,000 ;
everything bas practically doubled, giving
ail the evidence of extraordinary growth o!
wealtb with ail classes of the community.
No one cani sny that the farming population
are net lu a better condition than they ever
were before. That is quite evident, and If
ahl classes are enjoylng that extraordinary
prosperity, wby sbould nny fiscal changes
be made ? Tbe bon. gentleman bas alluded
to the proposition to issue a commission.
Sometbinig was said about it but it was

quite impossible at tbe time the announce-
ment was made that anytblng of the kind
could bave been attempted before tbe meet-
ing of parliament, because any commission
that is nppointed -%ill necessarihy cover a

good deal of time, and it woul have been
quite impossible that any practical resuit
could have been presented at the present
session. Now, another reason -why th;,
bill of fare is practically meagre is that
during the sessions of 1903-4 there were
more public mensures passed by parhiament
th-an hl any four sessions since confedera-
tien. The public Acts alone !n those two
years covered between seven hundred and
eigbt hundred pages. So that I think we
bave rather an excess of legislatîon in past
years, and the couatry is 'not really requir-
lng any ndditional hegisiation. The hon.
gentleman has not pointed out any industry
tbat is suffering that we could hehp. ,Lt Is
quite true that hie could namne industries
wbicb wonld make more money if they had
a bigber tarit!, but tbey wouhd oniy represenl
a mere fraction of the community ; three or

four per cent, and what wouhd the other
97 per cent say to it ? It Is to be presumed
tbat our legisiation sbould be for the Iarg-
est number-the grentest good to the great-
est number. Tbat Is a principle we ought
ail to recognize, and when Canada is pros-
perous, as the. evidence that prevails about
us shows, it seems to me rather unwise and
indiscreet to check or disturb the preseni
condition. 1 am glad to bear the hon. gen
tieman foreshadow a short sesion. WEi
have bad several long sessions o! iate, anÉ

I think hon. members on both sides of the
House will be gratified to know that this
bas a promise of being a short session. AU)
the returns of parliament wlIl sbortly be
in the possession of parliament, and It is to
be hoped that no time will be lest in pusbing
the affairs tbrough to an early end.

The motion 'was agreed to.

DELAYED RETURNS.

Hon. '-%r. LANDRY-Before the House
adjourils, could the bon. Secretary of State
informi us wben hie lntends to bring down
the answers to the motions that were made
P. year ago, and two years ago, for the re-
turn giving the naines of the crews in the
'Arctic' and in the 'Neptuhle,' and ill the
correspondence. One motion was made
inst session and the other the previons ses-
sion?

Hon. Mr. SCOTT-I will endeavour te
revive the memories o! the gentlemen whose
duty it is to furnish those returns. I was
flot aware tbat the returfis were in arrears.
1 shall let the hon, gentleman know about
tbem at an early date.

THE STRIKJ.NG COMMITTEE.

Hon. Sir 'MACKENZIE BOWELL-I res-
pectfully suggest tbat .wheni the bon. gen-
tleman moves for a eommittee to be appoint-
ed to namne the standing committees, bie
substitute tbe naine of Sir John Carling for
mine, as I shall not be here. 1 propose go-
Oing west this nfternoon and may not be
back when the motion is made. Tbe hon.
gentleman might make tbe motion now with
the consent of the House.

Hon. 'Mr. SCOTT-Then I will move tbat
the committee be appointed now, substitut-
ing the namne of Sir Johin Cnrling for that
of Sir Mackenzie Boweli.

Hon. Mr. LANDRY-Before the motion is
adopted, I shall for the thIrd time caîl the
attention of tbe bon, leader of the govern-
ment to certain facts. We have now 81
Senators-in fnct we have 83. Tbe province
of Ontario is represented by 24 members,
Quebec 24, the maritime provinces 24, and
the remainder come from the west, compris-
ing Manitoba, the Nortbwest Territories,
and British Columbia 9--now Il. ln the hist

of namnes proposed to-day, the province of

LQuebec is represented by one member of the


