
Treaties Relating [FEBRiUARY 19, 1877.)

Hon. Mr. BUREAU.-It is Only those re-
lating to Canada that 1 want.

Hlon. Mr. bCUL(T said he hat mentioned
the treaties with Hayti and '1Uis to show
how very general those treaties were in
which Canada was incidentrally more or less
mnterested es part of the British Empire. It
might not be convenient to publish the
wliole of theni.

Hon. Mr. MILLER said lie had bcen
unable ta distnguish very Clearly
from the motion on the paper
or the remarks of the mover the nature of
the desired information. The hon. gentle-
maqin had taken occasion to travel round the
wholecicle, and inaulge in a general re-
view of the state of the country. That was
not a fair way to discuss public questions,
and lie felt it necessary to reply to some of
tbe obseivations o! the honorable gentle-
man. He did not believe the sentiment of
the country would justify the comparison
between the Washington ireaty and the
Ashburton Treaty. l Nova Scotia, at ail
events, the former was looked upon as a
statesmanlike measure, so much so that
some of the strongest supporters of
the Ministry-tben the Opposition-
Voted and spoke in favur of It
in the Bouse of Commons. In that
Province the WashingtonTreaty had proved
advantageous to the people, and ho did not
think there was any recl ground of com-
Plaint against it in Ontario, unless it w tg
the giving of the navig ition of the River St.
Liwrence to the Americans. That, how-
ever iamounted to nothm, for the naviga-
tion of the river, where given to the Almeui-
cOnq b)y the treaty, was broken by rapids,
and the use of the canals, which would alone
be valuable, was' not tbrown, open to Our
neighbors. But supposing the river was
nalvigable from the lakes to the ocean, it
Would be merely a cession to them ii time
of ieace for the purposes of commerce. In
time of war it would be held by the strong-
est. But was it not an advantage to On-
tario, instead of a disadvantagi, to attract
not only the American trade, but the
trade of the world through the
Canals of the St. Lawrence, if that
Were possile ? Would it be safe to
PU' sue such a course as would dr;ve away
trage and commerce so necessary to the
Prosperitv of the country.

lon. Mr. BUREAU-I have not said a
word on tiat subject.

lion. ',ir. MILLER wished to know in
what respect the Washington Treaty was
deserving of the denunciations o! the honor-
a ble gentleman as woree than the Ashbturton

ac'y Thecomparison was not a fair one,
ad WOuld not be endorsed by the flouse or

the country. As to the question of damages
due toCanada under the treaty. great delay
hatd unnecessarily arisen in the settlemnent
of the mntter. Tie legal construction of
the clause referred to was a matter for argu-
ment. High an opinion as he entertan.
ed for the legal acumen of the hon-
orable gentleman, it did not follow
that ho thought bis construcLion of the
clause was the right one. Many good law-
yers held a duiferent opinion. If justice
should not ultimately be done to this c >un.
try in regard to these damages the honor-
able gentlemen opposite,would be more to
b ame than any one. Shortly alter the ad.
vent of the present Governmeint to porer,
the Premier, in a speech to his constituents,
belittled the value of our claims for dam-
ages. Be depreci ted our claim under the
treaty, and tlhereby lessened the chances of
Our obtatning adequate damages. When
Mr. Brown was sent to Wa4hington to.nego
tiate a reciprocity treaty he looked upon
Our claim as a more bagatelle. The
blame would, therefore rest with
the Uavernment and their authorized agent,
if justice abould not ho done to Canada,
ultim ttely, mn this mat ter. The honorable
gentleman (Mr. Bureau) had entered intn a'
very long argument with respect to our
right to impose differential duties, and
spoken in terms of pr tise of the action taken
by the Minister of Justice durmng his visit
to Englant last year, in cannection with
the alteration ot the Rosal instructions.
It would be remembered there ws wonder-
ful mystery and importance attaehed to
that, visit, and on his return from England
bis doings there were alluded to
by one of the ablest organs of
the Ministry as one of the greatest
magnitude and importance to the people of
Canada. Af ter the laboring of the moun-
tain a very ridiculous mouse was pi oduced,
in the shape of this report, as the resuit of
the honorable gentleman's visit to England.
The subject ot obtaning for Canada the
right to impose differeltial duties did not
trouble him much. Why was not somet bing
more done to alter that important instLuc#
tion which prevents this Parliament imp>os-
ing differentiýl duties. lie fully agreed
eith tne position t-ken by Sir Alexander
Galt on tat question, ant read to this
flouse by the honorable gentleman from
Fred-ricton, that it was the undoubt ed right
of this country, under the free Constitution
we possessed, to pass such acts.

Hlon. Mr. PENNY said it appeared to
him that the contention of the blnister of
Justice in Downing street nppled to ail the
instructions which directed the Governor
General to refuse lis assent to bille. lhe

to Canada.


