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However there are significant actions that still must be taken.
Let me indicate two. Each member of Parliament continues to
receive a tax—free, non-receiptable expense allowance starting
at $21,300 a year. This must be reformed. Also taxpayers are
insisting on real, comprehensive reform to MPs’ and senators’
pensions, not tinkering.

Canadians are demanding reductions to taxpayers’ contribu-
tions that are at least $10 million in excess per year by private
sector standards and a benefit structure that has created actuarial
liabilities of nearly $200 million.

The taxpayers will be watching and we will be watching.
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IMP AEROSPACE COMPONENTS LTD.

Mrs. Dianne Brushett (Cumberland—Colchester): Mr.
Speaker, IMP Aerospace Components Ltd., a manufacturing
plant in Amherst, Nova Scotia, is on strike. Since World War II,
Ambherst Aerospace has been a long-time and valued employer
in the community, employing more than 150 people in the
manufacture of aerospace components.

The dispute between management and union is very complex
and is escalating daily since talks broke off in mid—December.

IMP’s new facility was officially opened only last year with
the help of millions of dollars of taxpayers’ money both federal-
ly and provincially.

I implore management to return to the bargaining table as
quickly as possible and offer my assistance to end this strike
which is causing hardship and mistrust in the lives of the people
of Amherst.

CAMBRIDGE

Mr. Janko Peric (Cambridge): Mr. Speaker, on October 25,
1993 1 was honoured to be elected by the people of Cambridge,
North Dumfries and south Kitchener in the federal riding of
Cambridge. What makes this election special to me is that I am
the first Croatian—born Canadian to be elected to the House of
Commons.
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In 1968 I came to this country in search of better opportunity,
a better life. I found it here. For that I am grateful and thankful to
Canada and the Canadian people.

As a Croatian I am a brother to all people and as a Canadian I
am a big brother to all people.

Vive le Canada. Long live Canada. Zivila Canada.
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THE ECONOMY

Mr. Alex Shepherd (Durham): Mr. Speaker, I would like to
address a matter of great concern to all our small and medium
sized business sectors in Durham and indeed in all of Canada.
These sectors have contributed between 75 per cent and 83 per
cent of all new employment growth in the immediate past. In
addition a preponderance of our economy is controlled from
outside our borders.

I suggest that through incentives and support for small and
medium sized businesses in areas of new technologies that
Canadians can gain control of their economy. We must create
new sources of capital, and I would point to the existence of a
great capital base of pension funds and other savings vehicles as
good sources of long—term capital which could underpin long-
term growth in our economy.
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[Translation)

MIL DAVIE SHIPYARDS

Mr. Antoine Dubé (Lévis): Mr. Speaker, as the member for
Lévis, I welcome this opportunity to inform the members of this
House of the alarming situation at the MIL Davie shipyards.

At the beginning of 1993, there were 3,500 employees, and
now there are only 2,400 left. Since lay—offs are taking place at a
rate of one hundred a week, the number of employees may drop
to 500 in a matter of months. If nothing is done pretty soon, this
will mean an economic loss of $600 million for the Quebec City
area.

The company has prepared a plan for conversion from mili-
tary to civilian business, but MIL Davie needs contracts to cover
the transition to competing at the international level.

I would therefore ask the government to give serious consid-
eration to awarding the company the contract for building the
Magdalen Islands ferry and to helping it develop the so—called
““smart ship”’.

[English]

FIREARMS

Mr. Jim Abbott (Kootenay East): Mr. Speaker, there has
been a growing torrent of inquiries regarding the new regula-
tions under Bill C-17 restricting accessibility of firearms ac-
quisition certificates.

I have information that while the new regulations were
originally to go into effect June 30, 1993 they were deferred to
January 1 of this year so that the program could be implemented.
Yet well into the third week of January there is mass confusion
and frustration among firearms owners, RCMP and firearm



