
I would like to get to the meat of this
rnatter, for the people of Canada are listen-
Ing very carefully to interpretations placed
upon this unemployment situation by labour
leaders, the government and by business.
rhey are listening patiently, because it is
not an easy matter for themn to discern what
Is truth and what is fiction in much of the
louble-talk which is going on. It is sug-
gested we should not ta]k about unemploy-
ment because it may create adverse condi-
tions and spoil plans for the future. We
tvould like ta know just what these plans
Cor the future are, but more precisely my
people are interested in knowing about the
plans for the present. Perhaps if we heard
:)f these plans fromn the government the
people might be comforted and accept the
elief that the unemployment situation is not

3erious.

If we were told there are great invest-
.nents ta be made in 1954 1 should like to
'emind those who point to such predictions
:hat prophecy alone will neyer provide pros-
perity. If we are to be told of the untold
)pportunities which exist in Canada I should
iso like to say that the potential of aur
land in the economnic sense means nothing
.inless development of that potential takes
place.

The government has told us that the pres-
Int unemployment situation in Canada is
in unpleasant seasonal repercussion due ta
idjustments in our economic life. Let us
look at somne o! the facts as presented by
people who are familiar with the situation.
E have in my hand a clipping from the
Wlobe and Mail dated January 21, 1954. The
ieading reads 11338,066 Seeking Work; Peak
;ince Wartime." The article reads:
Canadian unemplayment is the highest since the

war and is still elimbing.
Labour leaders, loaking at past-war peak figures.

>redîcted the jobless figure will risc ta 500.000 by
;he end af this month.
Two widely varying sets of figures were Issued by

;he gaverinent today in Its perîodic survey of
unployrnent. One-from the labour department-
ihowed 338,066 persans laoking for work through
istional emplayment service at December 10. This
,ompared with the previous post-war high of 312,000
.n the late wînter of 1950.

Then I have a little clipping here taken
romn the Edmionton Journal dated February
L0, which carnies the heading "List 12,000
n area seeking work." The report states:

The number of persans loaklng for work i the
Edmoanton district exceeded 12,000 last week, officiais
)f the national employment service I Edmanton
iald Monday.

It seems to me, Mr. Speaker, that this is
iserious matter. I do not know why the

government dismisses it in the manner in

Pro posed Committee on Unemployment
which it has done. I for one have neyer
heard of a fire being put out by ignoring
it, or a public enemy No. 1 being arrested
through the indifference of those charged
with the responsibility of capturing hirn. I
believe the Canadian people at this time
are callmng on the government to create the
freedomn and conditions which will enable
unemployment to be ended in Canada.

I say this because it seems to me there
has been a disgracefully false accent placed
on the responsibility for unemployment. We
have read of the battle being waged between
leaders of industry and labour leaders. Each
blames the other for responsibility in this
situation. While they are blaming one
another, there is a third party, the political
expedient, standing on the side and playing
one against the other for the sole purpose
of acquiring political advantage. I believe
that until such time as both labour and busi-
ness realize their prosperity is indivisible
then so long will stoop-shouldered workers
be no different fromn weary and stoop-shoul-
dered businessmen.

At this point I should like to read a state-
ment of great significance which was made
by Dave Beck, executive vice-president of the
international brotherhood of teamsters, chauf-
feurs, warehousemen and helpers of America,
in an address which hie dellvered before the
Commonwealth Club of California, at San
Francisco:

We of American labour believe in our free enter-
prise system. We do flot belleve in it sirnply
because it benefits those who have money lnvested
in business upon whieh they may make profits. Not
at aill We believe in free enterprise because we
know that it has preserved our liberty and at the
saine Urne has given us the hlghest standard of
living and apportunity the world has ever known.

Free enterprise. as apposed to communismn and
socialism, Is In the Interests of the vast. over-
whelming majority of the people who toil for
their living, bath here and Ini ather countries. I
believe In free enterprise because it Inspires initia-
tive within men and wornen. It provides them wlth
opportunities ta rise above their environmient and
to attain any high place which theîr abllty and
intelligence wlU permit themn ta achieve. I con-
tend that no systemn Ini the history of the world
has ever made possible such progress for the work-
lng men and women, as free enterprise has accom-
plished for the Axnerican people. I have travelled
somewhat around over the world and 1 do not know
of a single solitary country where the workîng man
lives under as fine conditions as he does In this
land of free enterprise.

I think that fairly well sums up the case
as far as free enterprise goes. Yet certainly
nobody in this parliament will condemn or
not appreclate or approve the demands which
labour is making. I think we would al
approve a statement which was recently
made by James P. Mitchell, Secretary o!
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