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offered a zone. And without having a role,
how could she play a more important part
than she has played?

We are represented at Berlin by a mission;
and having been there, I say that our mission
is on exactly the same footing as that of the
other representatives which have missions in
Berlin at this time, but which are not among
the Big Four having representation on the
control council and the allied military govern-
ment, namely the United Kingdom, the United
States, France and the Soviet Union. There
are no others. And there is no evidence—no
proof—that the presence of any force Canada
might have in Europe would change our posi-
tion by so much as an ounce of more power
or weight.

Further, I would ask my hon. friend this
question: What is his idea of the size of the
occupying force it would be necessary for
Canada to have, in order to have some weight?
Wiould it be five thousand or ten thousand or
fifteen thousand Canadians kept from their
homes?

And I further ask my hon. friend this ques-
tion too: How could we, with a force of that
size, exercise any influence and make our
people in Canada believe that the continuing
absence from Canada of their loved ones was
earning something for Canada either in terms
of prestige or power, or in the civilizing influ-
ences which our force might exert in western
Europe? We thought that rather than keep
forces in Europe, eating food in Europe, it
was much better to send food to Europe; and
no country has a better record than Canada
on that.

But, Mr. Speaker, our right to be heard in
making the peace does not depend upon
whether or not we had five thousand or ten
thousand soldiers of Canada in Europe a year
after the war. Our right depends upon how
many sailors, soldiers and airmen of Canada
we had in Europe and in the fighting centres
of the world during the war. The record of
Canada is one which speaks for itself and one
which I am sure hon. members opposite would
be the first to say—if they have not already
done so—would give us as workers for peace
the right to stand side by side with the nations
with whom we fought shoulder to shoulder, as
brothers in arms. Canada entered the war
voluntarily by the act of its own government,
and with the support of its own parliament,
as a free people, on September 10, 1939. We
entered the war against Japan on December
7, 1941, the day of Pearl Harbor. In neither
case was Canada attacked. We did not wait
to be attacked. We entered the war because
our own interests were involved, because we
saw that freedom, like peace, like trade and
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prosperity, is indivisible, and we saw that the
best place to defeat the enemy is before he
comes to your gates, as far off as it is possible
to reach him.

We entered the war in no half-hearted
fashion. We entered the war and stayed right
through, and I ask the people of Britain if
they think that our flyers who helped them
during their hour of need in the Battle of
Britain did not earn the right to have a
voice in the peace? I ask the peoples of
Europe if the bridge of ships with which we did
half the work of keeping open to the other
side was not a major factor in giving the
allies, and not the enemy, a chance to say
what the peace shall be? I ask the people
who stood our bombing, and who afterwards
thanked us for it, if those great clouds of
bombers that we sent over night after night
softening up the enemy did not help to pave
the way to victory? I ask the people of
western Europe, of France, of Normandy and
Dieppe, of Belgium, The Hague and Bergen-op-
Zoom, what they have to say about Canada’s
part in the war and what their vote would be
as to what our part should be in the peace?
It was my privilege to be there this autumn
during the almost three months of the Paris
conference and I heard what they said. It
was a moving thing, Mr. Speaker, to go
through the streets of Falaise and Caen and
along the beaches from St. Aubin to Arro-
manches and visit the scenes from which
Canadians had come more than three hundred
years ago, to find there Frenchmen with the
same names as those we know in Quebec,
standing in front of the houses sometimes of
necessity shelled and bombed by our men,
standing there with tears of gratitude in their
eyes for Canada and cheers for Canada and
for the part we had played in their liberation.
It was a moving thing to make that great
pilgrimage with the Prime Minister. I do
not believe the people of Canada have yet
appreciated that was one of the greatest events
in the whole experience of those parts of
France, that a Canadian Prime Minister
should go there from village to village and
be received, not only on his own account, but
as the representative of a country which they
had reason to be grateful to and with which
they had special ties of love and affection and
which they regarded as a principal factor in
their being once again free. The same was
true of the channel ports and as we journeyed
through Belgium and Holland. If every Cana-
dian visited Europe for just a few days, he
would get a truer view of his own country;
he would find then that there is no country



