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ta the conduet of the war which calîs for the
extremne steps involved in the building of an
emergency union of existing political graupings.

The Prime Minister has no mandate ta, form
such a government as is suggested. Indeed,
he bas a definite mandate against forming such
a government; and if the opposition was press-
ing this request, I know of only one way of
meeting it: Let the people decide. Do the
people want it? Surely a new election. would
be unthinkable. Thon why try ta divide Can-
ada by pretending to unite it? Why throw
this apple of diseord ino our national arena?

My province is unanimously opposed to the
proposai. The mere mention of -the name
Ilunion government" brings forth painful
memories which it is almost a crime to resur-
rect at this time. I speak very frankly. I
do net feel that I could sit in such a govern-
ment if I were asked ta, do so and represent
niy province. Frankly I say and I believe, and
I ýthink others will believe, that I cannot do
it and no other man can either. Do you not
thin.k, Mr. Speaker, that anything whieh would
destroy the unity of our eountry could be
called an act of sabotage? In a democracy the
designation of 'the ruiers of those who are
ta be governed is and must be made by the
vote af the people. I beseech the pramnoters
of this scheme-and I know they are anxious
that Canada shouid give its best war effort-
to let weli enough alone. I implore them nat
ta undermine the confidence of the people in
their duly and freely elected rulers.

We aie being told that in other nations
of the commonwealth, national governmente
have been formed. Yes, in two of them, Great
Britain and New Zealand.

Mr. COLDWELL: Not New Zealand-
Australia.

Mr. LAPOINTE (Quebec Eaut): Not
Australia-New Zeaiand. In Australia the
Labour opposition were invited to came into
the government and they declined. They
accepted ta act as a sart of advisary coin-
mittee. That is what they are in Australia.
But in Great Britain and New Zealand, when
the war came, there were in power pre-war
government.s, and instead af the government
going ta the people and having them ratify
the government's war policy, the government
formed what was called a union government
and dispensed with a general election. In
south Africa, far from forming a natianal gov-
-crament, they dissalved the unian that existed
between Geocrai Smuts and Generai Hertzog.

I have here something which cames from a
part of the commonwealth whnse loyalty wîll
-ertainly not be challenged-Northern Ireiand.
There on the 25th of June, 1940-and I take

[Mr. E. Lapointe.]

thîs froa the Journal of the Parliaments of
the Empire, Mr. Beattie moved in the flouse
of Commons the following motion:

That this bouse views with alarm the con-
tinued refusai of the government ta cooperate
wjth ail parties in the bouse for the formation
of an all-party government for the duration of
the war.

Speaking on the motion Lord Craigavon
said:

The tbought of including members from the
other ýside of the bouse bas occupied my mind
for some time, but I believe the government
are in a stronger position as they are; and,
therefore, if the hon. member wbo bas moved
the resolution wili accept my word that 1 have
notbing at the býack of îny mind but the desire
ta have as strong a government as possible in
the present crisis, it covers the whole ground
of the motion.

The question was put and niegatived.

Later, on the 29tb of September, Mr.
Warnock moved the foilowing motion:

That in the opinion of this bouse the govern-
ment of Nortbern Ireland as at present con-
stituted is not the most effective instrument for
the prosecution of the business of the state,
either in relation ýta the war effort of the
country or the ordinary business of good goverii-
ment, and that the welfare and prosperity of
Northerni Ireland, present and future, wouid
be botter secured by a reorganization of the
cabinet.

Those are aimost the words whicb we have
heard in this country. The Prime Minister,
Lord Craigavon, in repiy said:
-that if lie tbought that any other man could
step in witb the knowledge hoe had of the
complications across the channel and the diffi-
cuities that confronted thom, if he thought hoe
could serve Ulster by stopping down hoe would
do so immediately. Mr. Warnock would like
ta have a genera! election, because that ivas
tantamount ta what bis motion came ta. It
was a very inappropriate time and be doubted
very much wbether one of those ioyalist miema-
bers wbo had backed them up for so long
would lase bis seat.

I, too, doubt very much wbotber a single
one of aur members on tbis side of the bouse
would lose bis seat if there were a general
election n0W, as might be compelled by the
government acceding te, this proposal.

The country bas given a mandate ta the
Prime Minister-not ta the editors of some
newspapers, important as they may be-to,
form a government. Public opinion is not
opinion that is expressed mast loudly by a
few. Public opinion is opinion which is
socially accepted, reflocting the private views
and opinions of the members of the com-
munity. Newspapers put forward opinions
which are their own, those of the praprietors
or editors. They have a perfect right te, do se,
if they are frank about it. But if they say, as
some editors are tempted ta do, that the
opinion of the editor is the public opinion of
the country, or of the province, or of tbe race


