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incumbent upon the United States of jts own
initiative to appoint a commission to draw
the boundary, regardless of the British con-
tention. It was in that connection that Secre-
tary Olney declared that 3,000 miles of ocean
"Imake any permanent political union between
a European and an American state unnatural
and inexpedient." lis whole reference was
ta the situation in Canada. He contended
that:

The United States is practically sovercîgni
choc this continent and its flot is l awie on
subjeets ta w hicli it coniîfnes its inîterpositionî.

11e contended also tiiot this fiat rcacbed
nortb of the great lokes and the 49th parallel
of latitude. It wîas then that President Cleve-
land and bis secretary of state broughit uis ta
the verge of war withi the neiglibouring repub-
lie. Altliougbi 1 undoubtedly criticized and
even cocdemned their dlaim ta trace boundar,
lines for n British colony in another continent,
1 made no reflections upon the people of the
United States.

Again, a few years later. there was a time
wlien 1 criticizcd very freely the conduct of
another president cf the United States who
tbrcatencd ta tlraw another houndary line
betîveca British Columbia and Alaska. I hap-
pened te, be in London in October. 1903. when
the decision of the Alaskan boundary tribunal
was renclered, and it became knawn in circles
close ta the British gaverament that Lord
Alverstane, the chiief justice of England. who
sot with twa emninent Canoclians as the British
members of thcit tribunal. had within a few
days af the date cf tlîat decision apparently
changed bis point of view under political
pressure from the Britishî gavernment in order
ta avoid a threatened expeditian into Canada
by the military forces of the United States.

Older inembers mnay recaîl that Canada's
claims witli respect ta the Alaskan boundary
line were deeloîcul hi' President Theadorc,
R1oosev elt to ae h-an cutraoge pure andi simple"
and that thle Canadians ''act cd iii a spirit of
bîînipi ioîliti. ilne The prc.sident was
cei- reloiaied to av iîîc ggo-oo(d tiior narth
Anierica shullthlereaftt e ho inliabIiteul ex-
clusivel-y livoit izons ot thle United Sit os."
Althougu thle prosident liad signed an arbitra-
tiai-t treatY providiiig for the appointmnent as
arbitrators cf "six inîparm'ial jurists tof lpt
the Canadian publie entortained no illusions
,as ta the political turoludices cf t-be
three mon wbcm hoe diii appoint. Mlien
1 was in London in October, 1903, it was
alleged that President Roosevelt had notified
the British goverunment, tbroughi the United
States ambassador, that if the boundary uine,
whieh the boundary tribunal might thereafter
establisb, was not in accord with bis persanal
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views lic would send inta Canada a sufficient
military force ta draîv the line as he saw fit.
Tliat correspondence lias not been published,
if it ever tcakc place; and evidently if iL did
take place, it ivas excluded fram the state
papers cf the United States.

But after the president had signcd this
arbitration trcaty, we naw know that Mr.
Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes, being then in
London oii a hioliday. received a personal letter
tram President Roosevelt with a reqîîest that
it ho sbown privatcly and uncfficially ta Mr.
.Joseph Chuamberlain, tlien colonial secretary.
Tliot letter as pu-blished subsequently, con-
tained the following:

But if tiiere is a tlisagrcneîît I wish it
utistiiîctlv uîîdcrsood. not cclv tiiot tliere will
lic nc arbitratioiî cf t-le matter but tluat ini
iny message ta toiîgress 1 ,;hall take a positionl
w hidi ii prexciit iuny possibility cf arbitrotioii
lîsreaft,.r: a poasition 1 oui iiieliîiid ta believe,
w hiei w ilI renîulr ut lievessareý for caîigress ta
give nic authoriiy ta ruî fhli he as we o aimi
it, by our ow îî pople. w i-liat any fuir-her
regard ta the attitude of Eiiglaiud anîd Canada.

11\11% SI. \CIIT: Mr-. Speaker, I ri~e ta a
poaint cf ardor. The lion, gent Icinan is speak-
îng ta a mai-ion for th liapprtuval cf o revrntly
moade trade troaty. I submit tbat whlin lie
i-t gaiîîg hiack fort.v fie-e and tlîirtv-oiglît years
and rakiiîg uip the old bancs cf disagreement
lietwu on aur rniglîbours ta thîe scuth antI
Canadfa and thc emnpire cicr inatteîs terri-
torial, lie us entirely cut cf arder.

Mr-. (MilAN: Mr. Sipeaker. I subiiiit that
t liere is 11c pinmt cf omuler. I am revecwîng
an adtlre,s cf thli Primeu M\inistor, in wliich
lie untîr rtcak ta loy be-fore, teîoliuse the

liokgruin tf certain negotiotions. and IJ am
naet i îln te ic inuîts ta wlîiîl lie wcnt in
inakîug a îuer>ýonal attack uipon me with regard
ta salue former speeches wlîich I bad mode.

Mr. SLAGHT: I ask for a ruling, Mr.
Speaker, an the point cf arder I raised. My
pint cf aider is sinuply this-

Samie lion. MEMBERS: Order.

Mri. SLAGHT: -bat ta discuss territorial
tlifferones is naL dcaling witlo tlîe trade treaty.

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: With regard
ta tlîe paint cf ci-der raised by the hon. mcm-
bcr for Parry Sound (Mr. Slaght), while per-
baps tebnically he moy be right, I wculd
liesitahe ta caîl the lion. mnembor foc St. Law-
rence-St. George out of order because in this
debahe hliore bias been allowed a wide latitude.
Tliereforo I tbink the point cf order is flot
wehl taken.

Mr-. SLAG HT: Ho is taking a grave resp an-
si bility, Mc. Speaker.

Some hon. MEMBERS: Order.


