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Bef are this question came Up inl the hause,
so far as I arn concerned and the members
ad the government we have been exceedingly
anxious Vo find some way whereby assistance
might be given to thase who suffered, nat
because of having respansibility in any direct
way at ail, but beeause of the suffering of
the farmers. But if my hion. friend is going
ta inject into this matter an alleged responsi-
bility that is not aurs, then in justice ta
myseif, the department, and t.he government,
I shall certainly resist him ta the limit. Let
us be perfectly clear an that. My haon. friend
cannat impase upan me responsibilities which
are nat mine. I take full respansibility far
what has been done for which I am rfi-
spansible.

Mr. SANDERSON: Let me say ta the
minister that 1 have nlot gone nearly so far
as one of his own supporters.

Mr. STEVENS: Oh yes, my hon. friend did.

Mr. SANDERSON: Na, I have not, and
I have been very patient and lenient with the
minister in his interruptions. My gaod friend
from North Huron went much farther than
I have dane, but I am nlot afraid of the atti-
tude of the Minister of Trade and Commerce
in what he said to me in the lest few minutes
bef are he sat down. I am pleading for the
farmers i South Perth wiha have sald their
cattie and hava hast their money. I do not
know whether the minister knows what a los
of $2,000 is ta the average fariner in western
Ontario ta-day. Our farmers far the last four
years have been plodding along and losing
ground every day with the result that ail of
them are almost bankrupt.

Mr. ROBINSON: Not at ail.

Mr. SANDERSON: A great many of them
are. My hon. friend may be able ta speak
for the farmers in Essex but I arn speaking
for the farmers of South Perth.

Mr. ROBINSON: I meant the farmers; of
South Perth.

Mr. SANDERSON: I think I know them
as well a my hon. friend fram, Easex doee,
and I want ta say ta the minister that I
do not think hie realizes the plight of the
average farmer in South Perth or in any of
the western counties of Ontario.

Mr. STEVENS: I do, and I arn just as
anious as my hon. friend ta find ways and
means of helping Vhern.

Mr. SANDERSON: I arn very giad ta hear
the minister say that. My abject in getting
up ta-night is noV ta get inta a controversy
with the minister at ail. I want ta plead with
him and with the Frime Minister and the

governmnelt Vo be f air in this matter. I do
noV think my good friend the Minister of
Agriculture can escape some responsibility in
this matter, because primarily the shipment
of cattie cames under his department. What
he had ta do with making the arrangements
with the Richelieu Corporation I do not
know. He may not have had anything ta
do with it at ail.

Mr. WEIR (Melf art): Nothing whatever.

Mr. SANDERSON: But the minister will
admit that propaganda went out through ail
this dominion that this goverfiment had at
last found a market for Canadian cattle in
Great Britain, and these shipments that went
forward and weTe nlot paid for were part of
the shipments for which the minister and his
officiaIs said they had found a market in
Great Britain, and a market for large quan-
tities of Canadian cattle. I do not charge the
minister with .any respansibility, but I do say
ta him that hie should make some statement
ta this committee ta-night in regard ta this
arrangement with the Richelieu Corporation.
The Minister af Agriculture will perhaps
undenstand me better than the Minister of
Trade and Commerce, and I plead with him
for the farsners of western Ontario. The Min-
ister of Trade and Commerce said to-night
that he daes nlot sec how any compensation
can be paid in this unfortunate matter. I do
not want Vo take up Vhe time af this com-
mittee, or Va get into, any political discussion,
but I1 do want ta point out ta the minister,
the Prime Minister and the government that
under the legislation they have brought
down in this chamber in the last four years
they have found money for almost anything
and everything in the way of relief-unern-
ployment relief, and I do not criticize that at
ail, and farm relief. Well, here is an instance
of a dead loss of 840,000 ta farmers in western
Ontario who already are so burdened that
they really have not the money ta pay their
taxes. They got into this arrangement be-
cause it was represencted ta them that the
gavernnient wers behind it, and ta a certain
extent the government was behind this Riche-
lieu Corporation.

Mr. STEVENS: No.

Mr. SANi)ER-SON: Surely this government
can find $40,000 ta reimburse these uni artun-
aVe shippers of cattle who losit every dollar.
They did not get a single solitary dollar back.
It is ahl gane-a dead loes. Sursly this gov-
ern-ment could do something in a case so
extreme as that.


